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August was a successful month for DSWT’s Aerial Unit. With effective cooperation from ground teams, the Trust’s
aircrafts were directly involved in the apprehension of 5 suspects, one a suspected poacher and the others found to
be extracting natural resources from within Tsavo East and West National Parks.
Four of these resulted from sightings of two separate camps in the Tsavo West portion of the Chyulu Hills. Follow-up
raids from the Yatta team resulted in the arrest of two men in the first camp with sacks full of sandalwood, illegally
harvested in the Park, and the other two men in the second camp, with over 100 wooden carvings.

A sandalwood camp spotted by one of the DSWT aircraft whilst patrolling from the skies

MONTHLY AERIAL SUMMARY
In another incident, one of the Super Cubs was called to lay cover ahead of the Yatta team who were following the
footprints of a poacher deep within Tsavo East and heading towards the boundary. The footprints had been followed
for many kilometres up and over the Yatta Plateau and down the other side. Fearing that the suspect would disappear
into the community and their efforts would be for nothing, the aeroplane circled the area ahead of the team hoping
to either slow the poacher down or catch a glimpse of him making an escape.
Fortunately, as the team reached the Athi River, the plane noticed a suspicious man running away from a crowd of
people at the water’s edge. When the pilot turned around to take a picture of the suspect, he suddenly broke into a
sprint. As he ran, he hid paraphernalia in a bush and disappeared into a house to change his shirt. He then borrowed
a bicycle and began to make a fast getaway.
Meanwhile, the aircraft, monitoring his movements, led the team across the river and to a parked vehicle that they
were able to borrow from a community member and resume their pursuit. However, a short distance down the road,
the vehicle broke down and they were forced to continue the chase on foot before finding a willing motorcyclist to
help them. As they approached the suspect who had entered another house, he turned around and walked back
towards the rangers in surrender. In total he had been followed for over 10 kilometres. This suspected poacher has
since been taken under arrest and evidence against him is being gathered.

The suspected poacher arrested outside of the Park after a long chase

The helicopter had an extremely busy month, flying 70.7 hours whilst being involved in several joint operations with
ground teams and the Dog Unit. Most significantly, the helicopter dedicated 7 flights and more than 12 hours of flying
time to an extended operation to stop large-scale charcoal burning activities between the Yatta and the Athi River.
Dozens of charcoal kilns and camps were destroyed with up to 20 kilns being discovered in a single day. Although no
arrests were made, there has been a marked decrease in charcoal burning activity. Since charcoal burners are
frequently observed engaging in poaching activity simultaneously, this is considered to be a significant victory. It is
hoped that continued pressure with fixed-wing and ground patrols will help bring this area under control permanently.
The helicopter was also involved in an operation in the new rhino sanctuary in Tsavo East which has been created east
of Luggards falls, to remove just over 30 elephants, which had inadvertently been fenced into the sanctuary. On two
separate days a total of 15 elephants were successfully removed with coordination from the helicopter, a fixed-wing
aircraft and 3 vehicles on the ground directed by DSWT’s Works Manager Trevor Jennings. Plans to remove the
remaining 16 elephants that are believed to still be in the sanctuary are underway.

The DSWT helicopter pushing elephants out of the rhino sanctuary

The new fence-line was temporarily taken down to push the elephants out of the new sanctuary

Two elephant carcasses were discovered during the month of August by the Aerial Unit. Unfortunately, the first of
these was an elephant icon named Pembe Moja known by some of the Kenya Wildlife Service rangers, which refers to
his one very large tusk. The tusk was found intact, and once reported by our Aerial Unit removed by KWS rangers, and
weighed in at a staggering 99 lbs. The second carcass, discovered in the Northern Area of Tsavo, was a recent carcass
but not fresh. Both tusks had been removed and although the cause of death could not be confirmed, it is suspected
to be a poaching case.
Other illegal activities sighted during the month consisted mainly of activities associated with livestock grazing, with
cattle being brought up to 50 kilometres into Tsavo East National Park in search of grass and water. Sightings from one
of our Super Cubs resulted in the removal of at least 6 major livestock settlements by KWS. In the Chyulu Hills a
number of bushfires have also been set by pastoralists trying to improve grazing for their livestock. With the dry season
worsening, pressure from livestock is expected to continue unabated until the onset of the rains in October.

The sad loss of ‘Pembe Moja’, ‘One Tusk’

Bush fires in the Chyulu Hills National Park set by herders

The Aerial Unit was also active in patrolling and supporting the Galana Conservancy, which is a key buffer zone for
wildlife along Tsavo East’s eastern Park boundary. The aerial team located herders and their livestock illegally entering
the conservancy and making settlements and bomas for their cattle. Whilst the Aerial Unit reported the hardest hit
areas the DSWT/KWS Burra team was also on hand to assist Galana Conservancy rangers in helping to evict the
intruders and assist with patrolling the area looking for evidence of poaching and snares.
A positive note is that the Aerial Unit was only involved in two elephant treatments during what is generally one of
the busiest months of the year. From the chart below it reveals that veterinary cases during the month of August have
indeed dropped by well over half in comparison to August 2015 of which the majority were poaching related
incidences. Likewise, the number of carcasses spotted by both the Aerial Unit and the ground teams have significantly
dropped in number, which can be contributed to increased DSWT/KWS aerial and ground patrols and an overall
improved security presence in the greater Tsavo Conservation Area. Lower cases of carcasses discovered can also be
due to the effectiveness and rapid response of the DSWT/KWS Mobile Veterinary Units.

At the beginning of the month one of the DSWT’s Super Cubs was called to locate an elephant that had previously
been sighted by rangers on the ground in Taita Hills. On assessing the situation and the need for veterinary assistance
the DSWT/KWS Tsavo Mobile Veterinary Unit was called in. When the vet unit arrived the aeroplane was needed
again to help locate the elephant in time to treat it before nightfall. Upon arriving, the pilot sighted the injured
elephant within 30 minutes and the vet team immediately got to work darting it and successfully removing a spike
from its foot.

The DSWT/KWS Tsavo Mobile Vet Unit treating the elephant in Taita Hills with a spike in its foot

Dr Poghon of the DSWT/KWS Tsavo Vet Unit treating the elephant in the Chyulu Hills with a spear wound

The second veterinary treatment was a bull, which was sighted on the western side of the Chyulu Hills by Big Life
Foundation, with a very serious spear wound. As the elephant moved into thick bush and neared a lava flow where
following it would be impossible by vehicle, Dr. Poghon was rushed to the scene in the Trust’s Cessna 185 to be met
with the DSWT helicopter from which he would successfully dart the elephant. Once darted, Dr. Poghon got to work
cleaning out a very deep and infected spear wound on its back. Fortunately for the elephant, the wound was filled
with maggots, which undoubtedly helped keep the infection at bay by removing necrotic flesh. Both elephants treated
during the month were given an excellent prognosis and are expected to make quick and complete recoveries.

