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This month the aerial unit conducted an extensive aerial count
over the Tsavo Mkomazi ecosystem, whilst extending
surveillance over Tsavo East and the Lamu District

FEBRUARY 2014

MONTHLY AERIAL ROUTES

The beginning of February began with preparation for the Tsavo-Mkomazi Elephant and Wildlife Count, where the DSWT
provided 4 aircrafts and 90 drums of fuel for the operation. Unseasonal rains during February appeared towards the
end of the count, which fortunately did not affect its operation as a "dry" count. The rains did, however, affect wildlife
movements towards the end of the month as waterholes were filled and vegetation returned to areas that are normally
dry during February.

FEBRUARY 2014

MONTHLY FLYING SYNOPSIS

The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s four aerial surveillance planes joined a four and a half day intensive wildlife aerial
count of the Tsavo-Mkomazi ecosystem with the KWS, covering a huge expanse of 48,656 square kilometres
encompassing Mkomazi in Tanzania, Tsavo West, Tsavo East, the Chyulu Hills, South Kitui National Reserve as well as
adjacent areas including the Taita ranches and Mackinnon area in Kwale.
Fifteen aircraft in total took to the skies on the 5th of February 2014 in a combined effort to establish the numbers and
trends of elephants within this expansive ecosystem whilst also counting other large mammals including zebra, buffalo,
giraffe, wild dogs, rhino, eland and lion.
This is the sixth count conducted since the Kenya Wildlife Service began these official censuses in 1999 which at the time
revealed an elephant population of 9,447 followed by 9,284 in 2002, 11,742 in 2005, 11,733 in 2008, 12,573 in 2011 and
finally this year’s 2014 figures just released putting the population at 11,076. Read more about the 2014 count and the
history of these aerial counts here.

The DSWT’s larger long-distance aircraft, the Cessna 185, assisted in surveying environmental damage in the southern
area of Lamu County together with Kenya Forest Service personnel. Iniativies are taking place in order to curb illegal
intrusion into protected areas and ranches, which is seeing logging and deforestation taking place.
Further patrols were carried out across the Amu project area and new partner members of the Lamu Conservation Trust
were flown over the ecosystem to familiarise themselves with boundaries and the increasing environmental degradation
in participating ranches including Witu Livestock and Witu Forest, which is the DSWT’s newest Saving Habitats publicprivate partnership, which you can find out more about here.

.

Other key activities during the month involved aerial assistance in darting 3 injured bull elephants including a well-know
big tusker called ‘Mshale’. Mshale has been treated several times before and he was treated again this month for a
more serious deep spear wound. The aerial unit and pilots spent many hours in searches for Mshale before and after
his treatment, making sure that he was recovering well in order to report bact to the vet should follow up treatment be
needed. Whilst searching for Mshale during a patrol the Trust 's Top Cub also sighted a large bull elephant with a severe
arrow wound in his back right leg. The following morning, with the assistance of the aerial unit, the anti-poaching
ground teams and a helicopter, Dr Poghon and the veterinary team were able to treat this bull. You can read more
about this elephant’s story here.
During the month the aerial unit was once again called out to a report of poachers shooting at elephants outside of the
National Park. A KWS Officer directed one of the DSWT’s planes to the site where the firefight took place and a
systematic search began, soon revealing a fresh elephant carcass with the tusks missing; a casualty from the night
before. On the return flight the Supercub spotted a herd of ten elephants and immediately it was clear there was
another casualty, as a young bull was trailing at the back of the herd with a large wound on his right side. Once again all
units were on standby and the veterinary team was called in. You can read more about the story here.
All three treatments were successful due to the support fo the invaluable aerial unit, having been attended by Dr
Poghon and the DSWT/KWS veterinary unit.

February also saw the DSWT’s two Supercubs spending a significant amount of time searching for an orphaned elephant
that had been reported by KWS near Mt Kasigau. The baby elephant had been sighted standing beside its dead mother
on the edge of a waterhole.
The search for the calf was been ongoing, but we are hopeful she is being looked after by the small elephant herd the
locals and aerial unit witnessed her with, and maybe a lactating female is sharing her milk. More about the story is
available to read here.
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