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MONTHLY AERIAL MAP

The month of June saw the last of the waterholes dry up with animals beginning to congregate around the few
permanent water sources in Tsavo. Any hope that the unusually abundant rains almost everywhere else in the country
might also come to Tsavo and replenish the vegetation has been replaced with worries about the remaining months
left to endure before the October-November rains.
Towards the end of the month there already seemed to be limited forage left and several elephants were sighted in
visibly diminished condition and there have been cases of mortalities linked to malnutrition observed by the mobile
veterinary team. Yet despite drought worries, large herds of elephants, many with playful young calves, were a joy to
see from the skies over the Tsavo Conservation Area during the month, whilst is was also hugely encouraging to see
healthy prides of lions, rhinos and a host of other species.
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MONTHLY AERIAL SUMMARY

Poaching activities in June were thankfully relatively low, especially considering the dry conditions, which can
exacerbate illegal activities. However, the Aerial Unit was involved in two veterinary cases to treat elephants that had
been shot with poisoned arrows in the Ithumba area in the first half of the month. Both elephants were successfully
treated and given a good prognosis due to timely response from the ground teams and veterinary units.
Two more carcasses were located by ground teams in northern Tsavo, but they were discovered early and the ivory
was recovered from both and handed over to the KWS before the poachers could retrieve them. Aside from poaching,
a major threat identified in June is the incursion of livestock competing with wildlife for water, and grazing across
several parts of Tsavo East and Tsavo West. Livestock was observed around Ndiandaza and west of Lali Hills in Tsavo
East as well as in the Lake Jipe area of Tsavo West.

Injured elephant being treated in the Ithumba area for an arrow wound

Illegal cattle intrusion into the Park competing with wildlife for water and vegetation

Another sign of limited resources in the Park has been an increased number of elephants sighted outside the protected
areas during this time. Generally, elephants venture out of the Park and into communities when crops are nearing
harvest, but this month few crops are being grown due to the poor rains, yet elephants and signs of elephants have
been sighted on multiple occasions as far as 20 km into community land.
There is a significant risk of human-wildlife conflict during times like these. When injuries or death occurs from such
conflict in the communities, retribution is often swift and can result in the death of several elephants. The Aerial Unit,
therefore, has been very active in pushing wandering elephants back into the protected areas, either by helicopter or
fixed wing aircraft with support from the ground teams.

Anti-poaching Units pushing elephants out of community
lands with support from the Aerial Unit

The Aerial Unit assisted with another case in Amboseli National Park of an elephant, known as Ulysses, that had
suffered a spear wound to his rear left leg, most likely due to human-wildlife conflict. The Amboseli Vet was not
available so Dr. Poghon from The Tsavo Mobile Veterinary Unit, was flown to Amboseli in a Super Cub and collected
by vehicle by an employee of the Amboseli Trust for Elephants whose team originally sighted the bull and was
monitoring its location.
After a successful treatment, the very calm elephant walked away slowly towards a nearby marsh and Dr. Poghon was
returned to Voi by aircraft. You can read more about Ulysses’s treatment here.

Even when dry the greater Tsavo area offers spectacular scenery and wildlife encounters, especially with backdrops
such as the Yatta Plateau and Mudanda Rock, which offers plentiful water for Tsavo East’s elephants and a plethora
of other species.
In June special sightings included rhinos in Tsavo West, the hirola, also known as Hunter's hartebeest, which is a
Critically Endangered antelope species as well as some very intimidating honey badgers, who did not like the look of
the Supercub!

