





Summary of Treatment and Rescue Cases for Tsavo Vet Unit
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Vet kindly seconded to this unit is Dr. Dominic Mijele who has also provided the wild elephant plasma needed
to save the lives of our very newborn orphans in the Nursery.

Once more we reiterate our deep gratitude to Mrs. Dobie of the Minara Founation and to Vier Pfoten Four
Paws for enabling us to field and operate this very important and much needed Mobile Veterinary Project. The
contribution of these two Units in terms of alleviating animal suffering has been inspirational and something of
which the two donors can be very proud. The graphs above indicate just how many animals they have been able
to save. 230 elephants alone have been saved by these two units.
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We owe yet another debt of thanks to Vier Pfoten for
an extremely generous donation of Veterinary drugs
this year for the Nairobi Nursery elephants.

DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO KWS

Ever since its inception the Trust has identified the
Tsavo Conservation Area as the main focus for its
financial support, and that support over the past 35
years has been substantial, superceding that of any
other NGO. Our strength has always been that we can
rise to an emergency rapidly unencumbered by
bureaucratic restraints.  The Trust prides itself for
being capable of operating in this way, headed by
practical Trustees all of whom keep themselves well
informed on all conservation issues and benefit from
years of practical field management. At the adminis-
trative management level The Trust believes in leading
by example and it is in that way that employees give
their best. Support this past year to KWS has
included:-

e Continued regular donations of security fuel, made
to the Northern Area of Tsavo East National Park as
well as the Southern Section.

e Donations of aviation fuel to assist with aerial
surveillance, for both Tsavo East and West National
Parks.

e \We cover the increased and substantial monthly
outlay for the maintenance of Tsavo East National
Park’s Northern boundary fence which entails an
outlay of over K. Shs. 2 million per year. This bound-
ary fence was funded in its entirety by the Trust and
runs 64 kms along an extremely sensitive and impor-
tant Park boundary. Maintenance of the Boundary
fence is undertaken by the same Contractor who
erected it in the first place and who employs members
of the local community for the purpose, thereby
providing a livelihood for many impoverished people,
and also keeping the Wakamba community on side.
Care for the Wild and Rettet die Elephanten helped
fund the fence with grants to DSWT, and Rettet die
Elephanten helps fund the yearly maintenance bill.

¢ We provide ongoing financial support to keep the 8
boreholes and their pumps and pipes functional, also
covering the maintenance costs of the three Windmills
funded by the Trust in the Southern Section of Tsavo
East, plus the one at Ndiandaza in the North.  Without
the water provided by these facilities, Tsavo would
have been in even more dire straits during the drought
of 20009.

e \We continue to ensure a steady water supply for the
Nairobi National Park Staff Quarters, Officers’ houses
and, of course, the orphaned elephants in our care, over
and above the needs of our own establishment.
Included in this is the cost of a regular Service Contract
with Davis & Shirtcliffe, the Water Specialists, replac-
ing failed pumps, ongoing repairs to the electrical
wiring at the borehole which constantly burns out due
to power outages and surges over which we have no
control. The Trust has had to install a Stand-by Gen-
erator at the borehole which, this year, has had to run at
our expense all day for at least three days a week due to
power rationing.

e The Trust undertakes responsibility for the
De-Salinating equipment at the Ithumba borehole
which provides the drinking water needs of KWS
personnel based at the Ithumba Headquarters, as well
as the Ithumba Camp and the needs of our own Staff
working with the elephants at the Orphans’ Stockades.
This year the yield of the one borehole has faltered, and
this has involved having to bring water in by Bowser
from far afield.

e We continue to cover the cost of repairs to KWS
vehicles, plant and heavy machinery based at Ithumba.

e During the first 3 months of this year when we oper-
ated within the Tsavo Park boundaries, our De-sharing
teams were very successful in helping to curb the
slaughter of wild animals for bushmeat. Since then
they have been equally as active on the boundaries and
beyond on private land and independent Wildlife Con-
servancies.

e The maintenance of the Northern Area of Tsavo’s
roads is a longstanding commitment undertaken by the
Trust, a Professional Contractor employed to undertake
this work, thereby ensuring that the roads are kept in
good order.

e Through our Mobile Veterinary Units, we facilitate
and extend the conservation commitment of KWS
through the provision of the customized vehicles,
covering their running costs, paying for all the Veteri-
nary equipment and drugs needed and providing a
Driver/Assistant for the Units’ Vets.

e The Ithumba Camp, built and run by the Trust, has
proved even more popular this year, providing an
ongoing source of revenue for KWS. The Trust man-
ages the camp and retains a small portion of the bed
night fee to cover maintenance and running costs, but
the rest is goes to KWS as a donation from the Trust,



specifically to help support the remote but extremely
important Northern Area of Tsavo East which tends to
be a forgotten corner.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Every year the Trust’s De-Snaring Team Leaders iden-
tify four different schools outside the Tsavo Park
boundaries which benefit from the Trust’s support.
This includes donations of school desks, teaching aids
and stationery, as well as sporting equipment. Each
school also enjoys regular educational Cinema shows
thanks to the De-Snarers’ mobile Cinema Units as well
as several Field Trips into Tsavo National Park. Hence
every year, 28 different schools enjoy the support of the
Trust, made possible through the generosity of many of
our supporters who not only donate financially for the
purpose but also provide items of stationery for those
schools covered by our Community Programme. The
Trust’s community input has yielded positive results in
terms of awareness, cooperation and support from a
growing number of local people from many far flung
communities which has been encouraging. About
2,500 school children from the environs of Tsavo enjoy
field trips into the National Parks throughout the year in
the bus kindly donated to the Trust by The Dulverton
Trust. These excursions have proved exceedingly
popular, and provide a powerful educational and public
relations tool aimed at the country’s youth, helping
them to appreciate the value of their wildlife heritage.
The Community Outreach Programme is led by our
De-Snaring team leaders, all of whom are university
graduates, and this helps generate goodwill between
our De-Snaring Teams and the community areas in
which they operate. As a result we have enjoyed posi-
tive cooperation from the communities, who also
provide information about poaching activities.

On several occasions The Trust has arranged for com-
munity members who have helped with elephant
rescues to travel to the Nairobi Elephant Nursery and
the Rehabilitation facilities in Tsavo to see for them-
selves the care “their” particular elephant receives and
how it is faring. At such times they have an opportu-
nity to spend time with both the elephants and their
Keepers and in this way many rural tribesmen from
remote corners of the country, and from places that
have not always been considerate of elephants, come to
view them differently.  The word gradually spreads,
bearing in mind that every Kenyan has an extended
family. It is this growing awareness amongst the
younger generation that gives us most hope for the
future of wildlife in Kenya.

And last but not least the Nursery Orphans are visited
on average by 280 Kenyan school children a day during
our Public Visiting Hour. Therefore approximately
100,000 school children of all ages access the orphaned
elephants to learn more about elephants and the chal-
lenges they face every year.

CITES AND ELEPHANTS

Fewer than 140,000 elephants remain in Africa today,
from a one-time population of 3 % million in the early
1900’s. To quote WWEF, there will be no elephants left
in Central Africa’s Congo Basin within the next decade
if poaching is not stopped. According to a very recent
Agence France Press Release, poachers have already
wiped out the last remaining elephant herd in Sierra
Leone’s only wildlife Park. Illegal poaching for ivory
is fuelled by conflict in Africa, of that there is no doubt,
since ivory is exchanged for weaponry. With so many
conflicts ongoing in Africa, the prospects of halting
poaching seem remote unless CITES (The International
Convention for Trade in Endangered Species) wakes up
and considers the plight of Africa’s elephants above
that of Trade.

That Africa’s elephants are still in decline cannot be
disputed. When speaking about elephants, CITES has
to think Africa-wide and not just consider the few
populations contained in isolated pockets in Southern
Africa, which seems to have been the case to date.
Flawed decisions have emerged which have further
jeopardized the survival of Africa’s elephants as a
whole. This year an authoritative American study
warned that poaching was now on a par with that of the
late 1980°s and that if this trend continued elephants
could become extinct in the wild by 2020. Yet, aggres-
sive lobbying by Southern African States has resulted
in Southern African elephants being given far greater
priority in CITES policy making than the declining
populations of the rest of Africa.

Conservationists warned that the one-off sale of South-
ern African Stockpiles would open the market again to
the laundering of illegal ivory and fuel an escalation in
poaching, particularly in Central and East African
elephant range states. All were therefore astounded
(but not surprised) that CITES included China as a
legal buyer of the Southern African stockpiles,
although China is without question the main destina-
tion for illegal ivory and a country whose growing
demand from a wealthier huge population drives the
illegal trade. By opening up the world’s largest ivory
market, (China), CITES has given trade the biggest






boost possible and in so doing surely the consequence
would be predictable!

Yet, even the British Government supported the
controversial sale of the Southern African stockpiles
contrary to the advice of many authoritative N.G.O.’s
who are better informed about elephant issues than the
Politicians. However, all today’s Nations, including
Britain, consider trade with China more important than
the survival of elephants so the elephants are nothing
more than a mere pawn in a game of world trade which
is a shocking indictment of the human species. British
people were deeply ashamed of their country’s deci-
sion in this respect, and rightly so. Kenya’s stand was
summed up in a quote from Dr. Richard Leakey, previ-
ous Director of the Kenya Wildlife Service, who said,
“l categorically denounce this auction and call on
CITES to rethink how they run Endangered Species
affairs. It should not be lost to CITES that they exist
to protect the endangered species against trade
malpractices, not to serve partisan interests that work
against the species.”

Notwithstanding, CITES authorized Namibia to
auction 9 tons of ivory raising $1.2 million. Zimba-
bwe and Botswana sold theirs exclusively to Chinese
and Japanese buyers making $480,000 and $1.1
million respectively and South Africa sold the largest
cache, 51 tons in all. Of course, the funds so raised
were supposed to be channeled into conservation proj-
ects, which sounds plausible, but about which every-
one conversant with the endemic corruption in Africa
is skeptical, especially when CITES Secretary General
Willem Wijnstekers categorically asserted that the
Southern African States had everything under control!
This includes Zimbabwe where nothing is under
control! No surprise about the skepticism then when
reports are coming in on an almost daily basis about
Rangers using automatic fire power to poach elephants,
deliberately kneecapping them first and then pumping
them full of bullets! Nor is South Africa immune from
corruption and poaching — that also is now becoming
common knowledge.

Tanzania is pressing to sell its ivory stockpile, despite
the fact that poaching in its largest elephant area, the
Selous National Reserve, is rife, some 50 elephants
being lost to poachers every month, many allegedly
Killed by the very people paid to protect them! Zambia
and Uganda want to do the same, and Uganda wants
the luxury of opening up commercial elephant hunting
again, even though their current elephant population is
a mere shadow of what it once was. It is the same old
story and it all centres around the market for ivory. As

long as there is a demand for ivory, and a legal market
for it, that story will not end, but the existence of
elephants will!

The moment word was out that the Southern African
stockpiles were sold, poaching increased throughout
all elephant Range States, as predicted, and even those
of Southern Africa were not immune. A rise in the
price of ivory followed as did proliferation of illegal
uncontrolled markets, frequently associated with
Chinese commercial activities. Here in Kenya, poach-
ing losses exacerbated the devastating toll due to
drought, the incursion of cattle into the Protected Areas
transmitting stomach parasites and disease and
elephants being driven out of Protected Areas because
of livestock monopolizing scarce water resources.
The demands of an expanding human population (now
standing at over 40 million, and growing) adds yet
another nail in the coffin — all factors that work
against the country’s remaining elephants, estimated
pre-drought to number 38,000. That number will now
be considerably lower. Climate change poses yet
another future threat and so when the signatories to the
CITES Convention meet again in March 2010, the
future of elephants will depend upon their decision.
That decision should be to ban trade in ivory com-
pletely, and not just for a few years, but for time to
allow elephant numbers to recover, otherwise
elephants might well be extinct in the wild by 2020 as
predicted. If that happens it will be because of the
thoughtless greed of humankind and flawed decisions
taken by the signatories to the CITES Convention.

Senegal has only about 10 elephants left and the
number of elephants in Chad, which used to be 400,000
is declining rapidly. By 1996 their numbers had
dwindled to just 13,800 and in 2008 conservationists
who surveyed the Zakouma National Park led by
Michael Fay reported that Chad’s elephants were now
on the brink of extinction due to the Ivory Trade, num-
bering no more than 600.

In February the Amboseli population of elephants was
also falling victim to the Ivory Trade, and for the first
time. The Amboseli population is unique in that up
until now it had been immune from commercial poach-
ing for ivory, the only population of elephants on the
entire African Continent where intact families still
exist, led by Matriarch’s with the wisdom of a lifetime,
and where magnificent huge bulls still carry awesome
tusks. That was until two Chinese road camps were
established in the general area, one near Emali and the
other on the Namanga road and the Chinese took to



buying ivory as well as bushmeat and dogs. Suddenly
the Amboseli elephants were being killed by spearing,
by poisoned arrows and bullets and at an alarming rate,
44 having been wounded or killed early in the year,
ranging in age from a baby of just 4 months old, speared
dozens of times during a brutal attack on her Matriarch
mother who died. For the first time tusks were being
removed by unknown persons, reported to have been
sold for $38 per kilo (K. Shs. 3,000/-) and ferried across
the border into Tanzania. A cache of tusks was seized
in a car traveling from Tanzania back into Kenya,
alleged to belong to a Politician. Those tusks were
probably those of the Amboseli elephants. Human
wildlife conflict also increased in the Eastern range of
the Amboseli elephants where the Masai had leased
land to agriculturalists farming around the Kimana and
Namalog swamps, their crops fed by irrigation from
these traditional elephant sources of water. And then
the drought took a further devastating toll of this
famous elephant population, who have
graced the Television screens of the world for many
years.

In 1979, 77% of the Continent’s elephants were to be
found in East and Central Africa, with only 22% in
Southern Africa and just 2% remaining in West Africa.
Today, 50% of the Continent’s remaining elephants are
to be found in Southern Africa, which begs the question
- what happened to those of East and Central Africa?
They were, of course, poached for their ivory, and yet
CITES still asserts that the status of the African
Elephant has improved! It would seem that only the
populations of Southern Africa count, and the few that
survive north of the Zambezi are no longer even part of
the elephant equation in their thinking. It is naive to
think that the Southern African populations are going to
be spared when elephants are wiped out elsewhere.

The tusks of thousands of elephants have been confis-
cated this year en route to the Far East, those unearthed
believed to be no more than about 10% of what has
actually slipped through the net, un-noticed. Just a few
of the ivory hauls are listed below to outline the extent
of the illegal trade:-

March 6 tons confiscated by Vietnamese Customs Offi-
cials hidden in a Container shipped from Tanzania.
April illegal ivory worth $20 million discovered in S.E
Asia — the teeth of 900 elephants of Tanzanian origin.
May 3.5 tonnes intercepted in the Phillipines worth $1
million — of Tanzanian and Mozambiquan origin, (yet
CITES authorized Mozambique to legally offer 60
elephants for sport hunting, instead of 40).

June Japanese authorities refused DNA testing on
ahaul of 260 tusks. seized in Osaka.

July 16 poached elephant tusks seized at Jomo
Kenyatta airport, Nairobi. Destined for China via Viet-
nam.

August - 500 whole tusks and thousands of indi-
vidual pieces traced to Zambia.

Another huge cache unearthed in Vietnam originat-
ing from Uganda and Kenya .

In Sudan five elephant massacre sites seen from the air
near Darfur littered with carcasses.

Illegal ivory worth 7 million Rands found in a
South African Cape Art Shop.

100 kgs found in the boot of a car heading for Hanoi.
(Most ivory seized in Vietnam is en route to China, but
Thailand is also becoming an important illegal ivory
hub at large)

September - 2,000 kg cache seized in Thailand.
DRC rebels massacred elephants for their ivory, in
Virunga Natioal Park DRC (a world heritage site).
Zimbabwe - 400 individually known “Presidential
Elephants of Zimbabwe” protected since 1990,
targeted by hunters

October - Il elephants poached in Zimbabwe’s Chiza-
rira National Park (supposedly by Zambians).

684 kilos seized at Jomo Kenyatta Airport in Nairobi,
destined for Thailand.

157 pieces weighing more than 200 kgs. Seized in the
Central African Republic — originating from Zimba-
bwe.

November — 3,800 Ibs (1,768 kgs) of illegal ivory
seized in Kenya during raids on shops, intercepting
vehicles at checkpoints and by using sniffer dogs. 65
people were arrested, including Chinese, Tanzanians
and Kenyans.

Despite all these grim statistics, which by November
were becoming so commonplace that they were
enough to make one begin to lose hope, a South Africa
spokesman  (Edward Mbewe) claimed that
Zimbabwe’s elephants were growing between 5% and
7% a year and that the populations of South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Zambia were so healthy that these
countries will press CITES to have their elephants
down-listed from the fully protected Status of Appen-
dix I to Appendix Il in order to legalize hunting and
culling. Seven other African countries, namely
Kenya, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone,
Rwanda, Togo and Congo Brazzaville, will call for
a return to acomplete lvory Ban. Itis with trepida-
tion that the decision of CITES next March is awaited,
because on that will hinge the future survival of
elephants in Africa.



Obituaries

We were deeply saddened to hear of the death this year
of someone to whom we owe so much, Don Barrett,
who, as the Managing Director of Wyeth Laboratories
in England, sanctioned the reworked SMA formula
milk sweepings from the Factory Floor to be allowed
free of charge for our orphaned elephants, touched by
the fact that our first orphan, “Olmeg” originated in a
place very close to his heart where he served time as an
Administrative Officer - Maralal. Since then Don has
consistently supported us and our work, putting in a
good word for us with subsequent Wyeth top personnel
over the 30 years that the Trust has been rearing the

orphaned elephants. His passing is a great loss and is
deeply mourned by us as well as his family and his
many friends both in England and elsewhere. The death
of Edward Berry is a tragic loss for the Elephant Cause.
Former Moderator of the Elephant Commentator,
Edward Berry campaigned tirelessly against the abuse
of captive Elephants worldwide, promoting dialogue
and discussion over welfare issues, always with empa-
thy and understanding. His intercession on behalf of
elephants will be sadly missed. The Trust extends
heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of the
above two very important elephant supporters.

THE DAVID SHELDRICK WILDLIFE TRUST
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Website: www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
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On line donations can be made directly through the website and all details regarding donations to The
David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust can be found on the website under HOW TO DONATE

IN THE U.S.A.

We now have a “supporting charity” in the United States, the United States Friends of The David Sheldrick
Wildlife Trust (*“U.S. Friends”). The organization has been recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a
tax-exempt “public charity” to which contributions, gifts and bequests are deductible for U.S. income,
gift and estate taxes. Because U.S. Friends is staffed with unpaid volunteers, all amounts it receives
are contributed to The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust.

Checks can be made out to U.S. Friends of The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust and sent to:

U.S. Friends of The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
One Indiana Square
Suite 2800
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2079
US.A
Telephone: (317) 238-6218
Fax: (317) 636-1507

Email: ssmith@kdlegal.com

IN THE U.K. AND THE REST OF THE WORLD (EXCEPT U.S.A)

The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust has recently become a charity registered in the U.K.
Charity No 1103836
Cheque donations made out to The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust U.K. by U.K. Citizens should be
accompanied by the Gift Aid Declaration, which can be printed off the Trust Website
www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
The Gift Aid Declaration Form can be located on the HOW TO DONATE PAGE under U.K.

IN THE U.K. AND THE REST OF THE IN KENYA
WORLD (EXCEPT U.S.A)
The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust P.O. Box 15555,
Unit 19, Brook Willow Farm, Mbagathi 00503,
Woodlands Road, Leatherhead, Nairobi, Kenya.
KT22 0AN, United Kingdom Telephone: +25 420 891996/020 230 1396
Telephone: +44 (0)1372 844 608 Fax: + 25420 890053

Email: infouk@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org Email: rc-h@africaonline.co.ke




