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2017 marks the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s 40th Anniversary, 
and it has been a remarkable journey since the Trust was first 
established in my late husband David’s memory to continue his 
vision for Kenya’s wildlife and wild places all those years ago 
when he was the founding warden of the giant Tsavo National 
Park. Those early Tsavo years I have written about extensively 
in my Autobiography Love, Life and Elephants, an African Love 
Story, which I am excited to share will hopefully become a 
feature film.  This I expect will take a number of years before 
it comes to fruition but I have recently spent time with a team 
crafting the screenplay.    

I could never have imagined that we would save and raise some 
230 orphaned elephants through our Nairobi National Park 
Nursery in that time, and be able to watch them heal, grow and 
eventually assimilate into the wild herds in Tsavo to live a wild 
life once more.  We are increasingly reaping the rewards of our 
endeavors each year, with as many as five wild born babies 
born to our orphans now living wild in 2017 alone.  The fact that 
they return to share this joy with their human family is deeply 
humbling, particularly when one considers they have been 
robbed of their own families more often than not at the hands of 
humans.  To watch them experience true family again, wild and 
free, making their own choices embraced by wild friends further 
illustrates the enormous success of our Orphans’ Project.  

Raising the orphans is a long term project, and when raising 
an elephant one has to think about their future in ten, twenty, 
forty years from now.  This is why the giant Tsavo National 
Park offers an ideal home for these orphans, because Tsavo 
is Kenya’s largest National Park, and holds the greatest 
elephant population in Kenya, currently numbering some 
12,500.  It is ideal elephant country, and most importantly 
large enough to provide the space that elephants need for a 
quality of life.  Within this ecosystem we have three relocation 
units where the orphans are translocated once old enough to 
begin the sometimes ten year process of assimilating back 
into the wild elephant community. The orphans we hand raise 
when exposed to Tsavo and its wild herds gradually become 
increasingly independent until such time as they are living wild 
and free, having their own babies, and sharing their lives with 
magnificent wild friends. This takes many years, as elephants 
lives duplicate our own.   The orphans and their wild friends 
provide incentive to work tirelessly to keep them safe, protect 
their habitats for the future, and to undertake viable solutions 
to challenges faced in today’s fast developing world.  One of 
our most important projects is securing additional habitats 
for elephants and all other wildlife outside of protected areas 

while there are pristine places still to be saved.  With increased 
development and a burgeoning human population, life within 
these ecosystems is becoming more precious than ever, so vital 
for us all, and yet so precarious in our fast changing world. The 
Trust this year has taken further giant strides towards this end, 
working with communities bordering National Parks securing 
elephant rangelands both around Tsavo, Amboseli, and further 
towards the south coast of Kenya by funding the Mwalunganje 
Elephant Sanctuary which joins the Shimba Hills National Park.  
The Trust’s Kibwezi Forest concession with the Kenya Forest 
Service has now been fenced into the Chyulu Hills National 
Park and is home to our most recently built reintegration unit 
Umani Springs.  Working with the Masai Community and our 
conservation partners Big Life Foundation, the Trust now leases 
both the Kimana Corridor and the Kimana Sanctuary ensuring 
that this vital picturesque elephant migratory corridor remains 
protected for safe passage of wildlife from Amboseli National 
Park through to the Chyulu Hills and Tsavo West National Parks, 
all the while providing benefits to the surrounding community.  

In 2017 a hard hitting drought gripped much of Kenya, 
particularly affected  was the southern sector of Tsavo East 
National Park, and very tragically this resulted in over three 
hundred elephants dying from starvation.   This was incredibly 
distressing to witness, especially when one is powerless to save 
them, as while our water installations throughout Tsavo ensured 
that a lack of water was never the problem, it was failed rains 
that led to a lack of food and browse in this area which impacted 
so heavily on the region.    Sustaining wild elephants in their 
hundreds with enough food to stay alive is simply not possible, 
and it was all we could do to keep our 25 dependent Voi orphans 
along with the ex-orphans who chose to remain close to home 
well fed during that time, trucking in lucerne from other corners 
of the country, but even supplementary food was scarce given 
the huge demand at the time throughout Kenya. 

Thankfully large swathes of Tsavo remained unaffected, but 
those matriarchs who did not have the wisdom of experience to 
know where to go to find food, or perhaps could not, anchored 
by small ones unable to travel the distances required, were 
the families particularly vulnerable.  As a result of this drought 
many more orphans came into our care this year.   These 
challenging times kept the DSWT/KWS Mobile Veterinary Units 
extremely busy, not just in Tsavo but throughout the country, 
because always in dry years human-wildlife conflict increases 
as both compete for limited resources.  Thankfully due to our 
ever present aerial support, timely response was on hand and 
many animals were able to be saved.  This year we are proud to 
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have rolled out our 5th Mobile Veterinary 
Unit covering Mount Kenya, the Aberdare 
Mountain range and Laikipia.

At the request of the Kenya Wildlife 
Service the Trust extended and 
refurbished the Meru National Park 
Rhino Sanctuary, not only increasing 
its carrying capacity, but rehabilitating 
the existing infrastructure ensuring this 
most picturesque area can continue to 
increase Kenya’s rhino population more 
effectively.  Presently the Sanctuary 
holds 61 white rhino, and 28 black rhino.  
Ingenious gaps in the fence ensure the 
sanctuary remains viable for all species 
including elephant that can freely traverse 
the area.  Increased security has been 
made possible with two additional KWS 
ranger bases built by DSWT.  

We have focused much of our attentions 
towards building effective electric 
fences along vulnerable wild borders 
where National Park boundaries meet 
densely inhabited community areas.  
Most importantly along with the cost of 
building the electric fence lines, the Trust 
commits to their ongoing maintenance 
every year ensuring they remain effective 
and in pristine condition, employing and 
empowering communities to patrol these 
fence lines.   Electric fences in vulnerable 
areas not only help protect the Parks 
from human incursions and illegal activity, 
but provide valued employment for the 
communities, all the while protecting them 
from unwelcomed wildlife, particularly 
elephants, and saving the lives of both. 

On a personal note it has been a 
challenging year for me as I have struggled 
with breast Cancer, but thankfully I have 
been able to rest and heal with the Trust 
ably run by my daughter Angela, who has 
been at the helm for seventeen years 
now, supported by her husband Robert 
Carr-Hartley who is equally as involved, 
not forgetting my two grandsons Taru and 
Roan, now 17 and 19 years old.  It is this 
continuity coupled by our extraordinarily 
dedicated team that ensures that all this 
is possible, and I have the satisfaction 
of being able to reflect at how much our 
small Trust has been able to achieve 
since our humble beginnings forty years 
ago. I remain confident that my and 
David’s life work, that is so dear to me, 
will continue long after I am gone. 
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Sadly, the anticipated rains at the end of 2016 were poor, which 
led to another influx of orphans at the beginning of the year, 
with many coming to us in March, whilst on occasions, there 
were two rescues in one day! Despite some rain in April, parts 
of Kenya continued to suffer from poor vegetation and lack 
of water and so orphans continued to flood into the Nursery. 
Fortunately for all our new arrivals, the majority of the Nursery 
females are extremely welcoming and understanding. Females 
like Kuishi, Malkia, Godoma, Tamiyoi, Tagwa, Maramoja and 
Mbegu will all wait outside a new arrival’s stockade desperate 
to meet and comfort the new traumatized baby. 

The beginning of the year was typically very hot and very dry, so 
the resident orphans relished long mud baths and all the water 
antics accompanying them. They particularly love splashing the 
visitors’ with mud at the 11am public visit, much to the visitors 
delight. The public visiting hour is always a time when the 
orphans like to show off their mischievous nature.  Mundusi, 
Ndiwa and Mteto are little trouble makers these days, and 
are giving their keepers a hard time; they are supposed to go 
down for their milk in the second group, but they have learnt 
how to dodge the keepers to get their milk faster! Ndiwa is the 
group leader, but the keepers have cottoned-on to her tricks 
and have learnt how to prevent their escape! Kuishi is another 
orphan with a funny habit; she always runs down for her milk 
at public visiting, trumpeting and making such a fuss that she 
causes havoc as the Keepers struggle to control the visitors 
who become frightened by her rowdy entrance! One day when 
the visitors were making so much noise and not listening to the 
head keeper’s call for silence, Godoma and Esampu decided 
to take matters into their own hands. Godoma walked along 
the line collecting dust in her trunk and any group she felt was 
making too much noise she would blow dust into the crowd. 
Esampu also stood on the edge of the mud pool and sucked 
muddy water into her trunk to spray on people who were talking 
too loudly!

Mundusi, a young boy who was rescued at the end of March, 
joined the orphans out in the forest for the first time in April. 
He was struggling to settle in and trust his new human family 
but found a friend in Ndiwa, who was also rescued towards the 
end of March.  Ndiwa has a naughty habit of sneaking off and 
returning to the stockades during the day. She will take along 

any partners in crime if she can and both Mundusi and Mteto 
have been caught returning to the stockades with Ndiwa in 
search of more milk! Enkesha who came to us with an almost 
severed trunk from a snare once managed to lure these three 
down to the mud bath so she could enjoy her own private wallow, 
whilst the other three stood yelling for the milk bottles that they 
thought were coming! Malima is another orphan with a fondness 
for mud and on the colder days she is often the only one that will 
get into the mud bath.  Baby Musiara seems to love the water 
just as much and launches in without a care in the world, and 
sometimes finds himself completely submerged. It falls on the 
older girls like Godoma and Mbegu to keep an eye on him.

With the dry season continuing throughout the year, the Nursery 
orphans have enjoyed supplementary lucerne pellets in their 
stockades and at mudbath time. However, these pellets have 
caused even the quietest babies like Tamiyoi to transform into 
greedy, impolite little elephants when these tasty and much 
relished grass pellets are around. One day Enkesha and Jotto 
jostled over the same pile of pellets and every time Jotto came 
close, Enkesha would lie down across the whole pile, denying 
Jotto access to even a little.  In the mornings Mbegu, Murit 
and Tamiyoi run between all the stockades of their friends, 
gathering up as many left over pellets as they can all the while 
trying to dodge the keepers trying to herd them out to the forest.  
Mbegu has done a superb job of filling the shoes of the Nursery 
Matriarch and taking charge of all the youngsters after Oltaiyoni 
was moved onto our Ithumba reintegration unit. Godoma is also 
very much a caregiver to all the smaller youngsters such as 
Tamiyoi, Jotto, Malima, Esampu, Kuishi and Ambo.  We are sure 
that when the time comes for Mbegu to graduate, Godoma will 
become the next leader of the herd, since Mbegu sometimes 
likes to delegate duties to her, such as disciplining some of the 
naughty ones or responding to the cry of a youngster for help. 

Following all the new arrivals at the beginning of the year there 
were a number of changes made in the sleeping arrangements 
for the older orphans. Ukame and Wanjala moved to the 
stockades adjacent to Maxwell the rhino’s compound and 
to begin with, they were very unhappy. Even after they were 
escorted by the whole herd, they still gave their keepers a hard 
time but as time wore on they quickly adjusted to their new night 
time accommodation. Tamiyoi, on the other hand, was delighted 

The Orphans’ Project
NAIROBI NURSERY - ESTABLISHED 1977

4 Units 
230 elephants raised 

150 ex-orphans living wild
29 known wild born calves
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with her position next to a new baby and hung her trunk through 
the partition all night, in an effort to touch and caress the baby. 
Ambo also loves his new stockade and runs in every night as 
fast as he can. He is very playful and wants to play with his 
neighbour, Malima, who, unfortunately for him is more focused 
on her food!

The many visitors to our orphanage learn that even as young 
babies, the orphan elephants are highly intelligent animals, 
capable of a whole range of emotions including sympathy, 
jealously and compassion, and never cease to amaze us with 
their extraordinary ways. All our young charges display a whole 
range of characteristics so similar to our own and all have unique 
personalities. For instance, one day Ambo decided “the grass 
was greener on the other side” and fought Jotto over some 
greens that were being hand-fed to him, despite the fact he had 
the very same greens near him! Every night the babies attempt 
to steal food from each other through their partitions regardless 
of all being given the same delicious cut greens! One afternoon 
Ndotto was busy stealing branches from Maramoja, while 
Lasayen was happily munching away on what Ndotto thought 
he had saved for later! Obviously, he was not happy to discover 
that his own tasty stash of grewia branches had been eaten 
as well.  Each orphan also displays their own peculiar traits 
and there are caring babies like Godoma, Dupotto, Mbegu and 
Murit, greedy mischevious babies, like Esampu, and quiet laid 
back babies, like Tagwa, who is shy and retiring and sometimes 
even bullied by the smaller orphans like Malima. Ngilai is one 
little bull that is developing into quite a handful, and has to be 
watched closely by the keepers so he does not become too 
boisterous with the other youngsters, or too over-excited at 
visiting time! Murit is quite the opposite and is a caring gentle 
young bull who looks after those younger than him, and makes 
sure to play fairly, especially with Luggard who wants to play all 
the same wrestling games but who has to be handled with care 
due to his broken leg femur caused by a bullet. It’s been great 
to watch Murit initiate pushing games against fellow bulls Rapa, 
Lasayen, Ngilai and even Kauro as we see his health improve in 
leaps and bounds. Murit has always been smaller than his age 
mates, due to a chronic illness that plagued his early years, but 
he has thankfully recently transformed into a healthy young bull. 
Rapa, who is a well-known naughty boy, is now Murit’s favourite 
playmate and Murit uses his full strength when he challenges 
him.

One character that has been predictably stirring up trouble is 
Esampu.  We know she is a naughty girl, and despite coming 
into the Nursery as a tiny baby, just skin and bone, she has 
been a force of nature from the outset. Sometimes she gets 
into a very bad mood and then even the keepers can do 
nothing to control her! Most of the others just ignore her when 
she is in a mood and walk away, but others like Ambo stands 
up for themselves and pushes back,  which is when serious 
fights break out! What is interesting though, is despite her 
grumpiness, Esampu is also growing into a caring girl towards 
the younger babies, particularly Musiara and Sattao. Little 
Mteto is unfortunately being influenced and is picking up some 
of Esampu’s naughty habits! She has watched her antics and 
now, during bottle feeding times out in the forest and during 

the public visits, she tries to steal milk bottles from her friends. 
Sana Sana still very much monitors Esampu’s behaviour at mud 
bath but now it seems someone needs to watch Mteto as well. 
Enkesha also seems to be following in Esampu’s footsteps as 
one of the greediest babies in the Nursery. Her yelling for milk 
has even got on Esampu’s nerves and she has driven her away 
from the herd or into the mud bath numerous times. She is one 
of the noisiest babies for sure! 

There are those that like to mess around and make everyone 
smile too. Ndotto is one of course, but little Jotto is also growing 
into the next big joker, constantly playing and initiating new 
games. Kuishi and Tamiyoi are two playful girls, looking to 
take advantage of situations. For example, during one game of 
football Kuishi persistently jumped on Esampu’s back and kept 
missing and falling over the ball, another day she fell asleep 
at the top of the soil heap with her front and back legs sticking 
out to the side. Tamiyoi one day walked quietly up behind Jotto 
when he was standing on the edge of the mud bath and pushed 
him in, before turning around and looking quite innocent of the 
crime!

The young bulls in the orphan family often bully new arrivals, 
even if they are older and bigger! It is as if they are taking 
advantage of the newcomers whilst they settle in, but as soon as 
they find their feet, the tables are quickly turned. Rapa has often 
bullied Pare but recently Pare has started defending himself! 
One day Rapa pushed Pare so hard that he would have fallen 
save for a tree that propped him up, after which Pare initiated 
a pushing game so challenging that Rapa ended up retreating 
into the bushes!   

Tagwa is very caring towards young little Sattao and will 
always be there to assist him, like on one occasion when he 
was struggling to cross a small stream she guided him from 
behind. Recently she has been showing more attention towards 
our new little baby Maktao, but Sattao doesn’t seem to mind as 
he is not the jealous type, so instead he focuses his affections 
towards Mbegu, the matriarch. He can only do so however, 
when Ambo is not around, as Ambo, as Mbegu’s favoured calf, 
is very jealous and cannot stomach Sattao being close to his 
adopted mother. When he is able to be with Mbegu though, we 
see Sattao standing quietly suckling on Mbegu’s ears. Little boy 
Musiara has bonded with Jotto and they look for each other in 
the morning to play pushing games, but Musiara’s most special 
friend is still Luggard and he will wait for him at feeding times in 
order to walk down together at Luggard’s slower pace.

We all know the girls in the Nursery are mad for any new baby 
and fight amongst themselves to get close and spend some 
quality time with any youngster, but some of the bulls in the 
nursery are loving as well. Ngilai, although he does like to play 
rough with his age-mates, does not push any of the babies 
too hard and if they push him, he knows not to retaliate and 
accommodates them. Jotto is another friendly young bull and 
you will never see him bullying any of the little ones, but instead 
patiently giving them his attention and taking any abuse from 
the little ones that comes his way. Unfortunately, some of the 
youngsters know his friendly ways and take advantage of his 
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gentle nature! Enkesha is one of the little 
girls that is aware of this and will happily 
try and push him around because she 
knows he won’t retaliate. She watched 
one day as Jotto laboriously dug up a 
tasty root before running over to snatch it 
from him, Jotto just chose to surrender his 
snack rather than start a fight! Enkesha 
would not have dared to try and do this to 
one of the other elephants like Ambo or 
Kuishi, who would certainly not stand for 
such behaviour. 

One common trait among the orphans 
rescued at a slightly older age is that they 
are willing to venture off alone earlier than 
those rescued very young age who retain 
no memory of their wild family. Kelelari 
Ukame, Karisa, Maramoja and Wanjala 
who were all rescued slightly older, like 
to wander off away from the main herd 
during the day and browse on their own. 
Karisa, who is extremely close to her 
keepers, will come out of the thicket 
when called and give away the location 
of all the others!  Kuishi is a little one 
who suffered a traumatic ordeal when 
her mother collapsed during the drought. 
However, she is overcoming her trauma 
and grief, and has assimilated well into 
nursery life, except she really does not 
enjoy mud baths. She always stands 
some distance away, and instead rubs 
herself against the bodies of others who 
have been in the mud in order to get a 
small layer of protection that way instead! 
The Keepers have tried smearing her 
with mud a few times, but she just runs 
away! The end of the year experienced 
hot weather in Nairobi and the orphans 
enjoyed their mud baths immensely. 

If Godoma is not around, then Sana 
Sana is always the one to keep an eye 
on Esampu for she is also prone to 
playing mischievous tricks on the visitors! 
Maramoja loves to run up to one of the 
water tubs after her milk feed to scratch 
her backside, always selecting the same 
water tub! One day Ngilai was running in 
and out of the mud bath to play with the 
younger ones, but was roughly bumping 
into them overstepping the boundaries in 
his enthusiasm, so the Keepers warned 
him away. However, instead of going 
back into the mud bath, naughty Ngilai 
decided to run along the rope cordon and 
bump into the visitors who were standing 
there, plastering them in mud! Ngilai 
has a playful naughty side to his nature, 
which extends beyond his peers, but 
also includes our blind rhino, Maxwell, 
as well. One night he must have been 
dreaming of Maxwell, as the first thing 
he did upon exiting his stockade first 
thing in the morning was to go and wake 
Maxwell up for some games, pushing and 
pulling on the gate to get his attention.  
Maxwell loves his morning and evening 
encounters with the orphaned elephants 
before they head out for the day deep 
within the Nairobi National Park.

Following some good rains at Ithumba, 
our Northern Tsavo reintegration unit, it 
was a favourable time to move some of 
the older members of our Nursery herd, 
so that they could begin the process 
of returning to the wild. The first three 
to graduate were Karisa, Dupotto and 
Kelelari, followed by Ukama, Galla and 
Wanjala. The start of their journey began 
with their acclimatization to the elephant-

mover lorry; Karisa and Ukama were the 
most nervous of the vehicle. It took Karisa 
many weeks to become accustomed to 
the lorry whilst Ukame ran back to her 
stockade to try and insist her milk bottles 
be brought there instead. Following their 
departure, Mbegu, Maramoja, Pare, 
Lasayen, Rapa, Ndiwa and Mundusi 
looked rather sad and subdued, clearly 
missing the company of their older 
friends. They all browsed close to their 
keepers and none wanted to walk very 
far from the group. Maramoja, Ndiwa, 
Mundusi and Mteto later regrouped and 
returned to their browsing further afield 
again, now under the leadership of 
Maramoja and Ndiwa, in the absence of 
older Ukame, Wanjala and Galla.  Kauro 
was brought back to the Nursery in the 
elephant moving truck due to a chronic 
illness that steadily saw him decline over 
the months and despite our efforts he 
was showing little improvement.  Angela 
made the decision to return him to the 
Nursery in the elephant mover truck so 
that he could be under her watchful eye 
and closely monitored as we tried to get 
on top of his problem.  Thankfully over 
the months of treatment he received he 
grew stronger and made a full recovery.

Towards the end of 2017 it was time to 
clear the Nursery decks again and we 
moved six more orphans on to Ithumba 
so that they could begin the next phase of 
their lives in Tsavo.  Kauro headed back 
along with older more recent arrivals 
Namalok, and Sapalan, closely followed 
by Pare, bad boy Rapa and Maramoja. 
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Enkesha was attended to by the Mara Vet Unit after she was seen with 
a tight wire snare that was almost severing her trunk. Sadly, the severity 
of the wound required intensive medical care that could not be achieved 
in field conditions. The day after her arrival at the Nursery, Enkesha 
underwent a three-hour operation in an attempt to surgically reconstruct 
her trunk. Amputation and further operations were ruled out due to the 
importance of the trunk and the dangers of further sedation. We have 
since worked extremely hard to keep Enkesha happy and infection-free 
and now her trunk is almost fully healed.

A Tsavo Trust vehicle was on a mission to retrieve ivory from a carcass 
seen in Tsavo East National Park when they found a tiny emaciated baby 
elephant wandering on its own. It is unknown if the carcass was her 
mother, but it would appear likely given the proximity. Upon arrival at the 
Nursery she was aggressive and charged at the Stockade gate. However, 
she soon settled down when she found fresh water and delicious cut 
greens. She was clearly desperate for food, as Tsavo was tinder dry after 
a lengthy drought and so much vegetation was, indeed, a treat.

 Mteto | Female | 15-Mar-17
 Reason for rescue: Suspected Poaching Victim

 Enkesha | Female | 11-Feb-17 
 Reason for rescue: Poaching victim

2017 NEW ARRIVALS AND THEIR RESCUE STORIES

Musiara was seen amongst a herd of elephants and though the herd was 
curious of him, there were no lactating females present. He was very 
weak and eventually lay down, vulnerable and alone. The Mara warden 
responded, but found the calf unresponsive, with only a faint heart beat 
evidence of some life. At the Nursery he was given intravenous hydration 
and eventually was strong enough to be aided to his feet and fed diluted 
milk before collapsing once more. This pattern continued for days but as 
the days passed, time on his feet increased, and his strength returned. He 
had a strong will to live, which in such precarious circumstances is very 
often the difference between life and death.

 Musiara | Male | 14-Jan-17
 Reason for rescue: Unknown 

KWS received many reports within a short period, regarding a tiny baby 
elephant wandering alone, very thin and with predator bites on his back 
legs. When the rescue team located him, it was clear he was in desperate 
need, and with the infamous Tsavo lions plentiful in that area, it was a 
miracle he was still alive. It is unknown why he was orphaned, but there 
had been a couple of poaching causalities nearby. In the days following 
his rescue he lost even more condition, but he was a fighter and although 
quiet in nature he had a steely resolve to live, despite his wounds, and 
skeletal state. 

 Sattao | Male | 18-Mar-17
 Reason for rescue: Suspected Poaching Victim
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Maktao was found alone amongst communities that have suffered at the 
hands of crop raiding elephants. A rescue was mobilized immediately 
as any delay could haven proven costly for this baby, who had been 
abandoned within a hostile territory for elephants. The rescue team found 
a very thirsty yet perky little elephant, following people, and appearing 
to be in good condition. His dry crinkled skin and desire to drink copious 
quantities of water indicated he was extremely dehydrated. He was loaded 
onto the helicopter for transfer to Nairobi and thankfully the noise from the 
turbine engine together with the gentle motion seemed to lull him to sleep. 

 Maktao | Male | 21-Jul-17
 Reason for rescue:  Human/Wildlife Conflict 

One of the Trust’s pilots spotted a young elephant wandering all alone 
whilst on routine patrol. A rescue team from Voi was mobilized and he was 
transported to the Voi stockades with the aid of a canter as he was too 
big to fit into a Landcruiser. He was very thin and thirsty and was placed 
into one of the Voi taming Stockades which are vital for orphans that are 
too old to be sent to the Nairobi Nursery, but are still vulnerable in the wild 
without the protection of their herd. Pasaka has since joined the junior 
orphan herd in Voi, and though timid at first, he settled.  Fttingly he was 
named Pasaka which is the Swahili word for Easter.

 Pasaka | Male | 17-Apr-17
 Reason for rescue: Unknown

Ndiwa, meaning ‘orphan’ in the Wkamba tribe’s language, was first 
spotted by one of the Trust’s pilots who alerted the Voi Keepers when 
it was clear there were no other elephants around. Capturing the calf 
proved a challenge as Ndiwa was extremely frightened and ran for two 
kilometers before the keepers managed to surround, catch and restrain 
her. She was very dehydrated and weak and it took a while for her to 
become accustomed to her new surroundings or to take her milk bottle 
from a Keeper, however her stockade was filled with fresh cut greens, 
which she welcomed. In the days that followed the company of the other 
orphans gave her confidence, and their communication certainly helped 
settle her down.

 Ndiwa | Female | 21-Mar-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

It was hoped Mundusi would rejoin his herd and so he was observed for a 
few days before rescue. Sadly as the days passed he cut a lonely figure, 
remaining vulnerable to predators and losing condition all the while. Aerial 
support from the DSWT Airwing was called in to assist and it did not take 
long to spot him from the air as he was the only elephant for miles around. 
The rescue was straight forward, and the elephant easily restrained as he 
was young and weak. At the Nursery, Mundusi drew comfort from Mteto’s 
presence as well as the other elephants when they surrounded him at 
night.

 Mundusi | Male | 23-Mar-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related
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Namalok was first identified without his herd by KWS rangers who 
observed him with growing concern as he remained alone in an area 
stricken by drought conditions and notorious for human-wildlife conflict. 
Finally, the DSWT was contacted and experienced Keepers were sent 
to coordinate his rescue with the help of KWS and Big Life Rangers. His 
capture was challenging, as despite being extremely thin, he was a large, 
strong calf. One keeper latched onto his tail and held on until the rest of 
the team were able to throw a blanket over him and restrain him. He was 
quickly loaded onto the rescue plane and flown to the Nairobi Nursery 
where a stable full of fresh greens awaited him.

Sapalan was reported to DSWT by a safari guide after he was observed 
alone for a number of days.  The Mara Mobile Vet Unit rushed to the area 
and confirmed he was in fact an orphan and it was a  miracle he was still 
alive due to the high concentration of predators in the area. Due to the late 
hour the rescue was postponed until the next day and at first light a rescue 
team went to his last known location. It took a few hours to locate him but 
eventually the team found him, restrained him and loaded him onto the 
awaiting plane so he could be flown back to the Nairobi Nursery. As an 
older orphan Sapalan took time to tame, but quickly became hooked on 
his milk bottle which helped settle him down. 

Emoli was found by visitors in Tsavo East National Park, collapsed on a 
road and barely breathing. The drought in the southern sector of Tsavo 
East hit wildlife hard and sadly the first victims were elephant mothers 
with young calves. Following the DSWT Vet Unit’s initial rapid response, 
the DSWT helicopter transported the calf to the nursery in Nairobi. He 
was unresponsive on arrival but eventually was able to lift his limp trunk 
enough to drink water. We named him Emoli which means elephant in 
the Waliangulu tribal language. Emoli had repeat bouts of collapsing over 
the following weeks but slowly grew in strength. Thankfully, Emoli had a 
healthy appetite and his condition improved rapidly.

Maisha, meaning “life” in Swahili, was seen staggering to water and 
collapsing soon after by a KWS ranger.  By the time the  DSWT teams 
reached her she was limp and lifeless, and she remained in this state 
for a good 12 hours, despite the IV fluids and emergency support. The 
Nursery keepers worked tirelessly throughout the night and were finally 
rewarded when she was helped to her feet and stood for the first time. 
More importantly, she had the strength to suckle and took her first bottle 
of milk. Amazingly, she never lay down again, and by morning was able 
to join little Emoli in the stockade compound. Emoli and Maisha grew 
stronger together, giving each other the will to live.

 Emoli | Male | 23-Aug-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

 Maisha | Female | 6-Sep-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

 Namalok | Male | 11-Sep-17
 Reason for rescue:  Human-Wildlife Conflict

 Sapalan | Male | 15-Sep-17
 Reason for rescue:  Drought Related
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Sagalla is yet another victim of the prolonged drought that devastated 
Tsavo and other parts of Kenya. A tour guide reported this little elephant, 
standing alone in the vast Dika Plains of Southern Tsavo East. The vet 
unit and the Voi Keepers rushed to the scene. No other elephants were 
in proximity and her poor condition made it clear she was an orphan. Due 
to her condition the helicopter was immediately prepared so she could be 
flown to the Nairobi Nursery for intensive care. Sagalla adjusted quickly 
to her new surroundings and started drinking milk from a bottle almost 
straight away. 

This lonely orphan elephant calf was seen walking alone in the 
Kanderi swamp grass lands by a tour driver on a game drive. The 
stockade rescue team was mobilized, and a quick rescue was 
undertaken. The orphan was an older calf so he was taken to the 
Voi stockade taming stables where drips were administered and 
fresh green grewia branches were brought into the stockade for 
him to feed on. The keepers threw all their energy into keeping 
Tahri alive and were rewarded when he finally took a bottle of milk 
and then grew comfortable enough to join the orphan herd. 

On a routine patrol, one of the DSWT pilots noticed a tiny elephant calf 
escorted by two big bull elephants. There were no other elephants around 
and a female elephant that had succumbed to the drought had been 
reported in the area, just a few days earlier. A rescue team was quickly 
mobilized and due to the open terrain, it was not difficult for the DSWT 
helicopter to separate the bulls, so the ground teams could capture the 
baby safely. The calf was then securely loaded onto the helicopter and 
flown to the Nairobi Nursery. She was desperately thirsty and drank fluids 
before finally falling asleep in her freshly prepared stable. The very next 
day she was out with the other orphans and since then has thrived in our 
care. 

Mapia was first spotted by a KWS patrol on the north bank of the Galana 
river in Tsavo East National Park in a collapsed state, with hardly a pulse  
felt they feared the worst, but contacted the DSWT Voi elephant Keepers 
and field teams to rush to the site to help save the drought stricken calf.  
A herd milled around in the area, and we were never sure whether they 
were Mapia’s herd or not, but either way his survival depended on much 
intensive care.  He was flown by helicopter to Nairobi all the while on life 
saving IV drips.  He responded but for days continued to collapse, and so 
the survival of starved Mapia was a struggle and is a great triumph given 
that the odds were seriously stacked against us.

 Sagalla | Female | 25-Sep-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

 Tahri | Male | 17-Sep-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

 Kiasa | Female | 30-Oct-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related

 Mapia | Male | 2-Nov-17
 Reason for rescue: Drought Related
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The junior dependent orphans in Voi welcomed the beginning 
of 2017 alongside Emily’s herd of ex-orphans, who converged 
at the Voi stockades one January morning. With the dry season 
in full swing, Emily’s ex-orphan herd remained a permanent 
fixture around the stockade compound in the first months of the 
New Year, taking advantage of the water in the troughs and mud 
baths in the area. The Voi Stockades ensure there is always a 
constant water supply for the elephants and other wildlife as 
well as supplements of dairy cubes and lucerne grass, which 
are relished by the dependent orphans and ex-orphans. It 
was this area of the Park that was hardest hit by the drought 
and as the drought persisted the orphans were forced to walk 
further in the search for food, so these morning supplements 
of lucerne grass, high in protein, and copra cake which is fatty, 
are extremely beneficial. Sadly, the rain was slow to arrive in 
the Voi area and it was only towards the end of April that the 
cloud cover eventually started to give way to small showers; 
but only enough to wet the earth and moisten the grass. The 
Southern Sector of Tsavo had very poor rains and remained 
extremely dry throughout much of the year resulting in many 
rescues of collapsed young elephants being brought directly 
to the Voi stockades; sadly most of these were too far gone 
from starvation to save.  Our vet units were inundated with 
calls concerning recumbent adult elephants too. At one point 
the Voi keepers were being called out almost every day to help 
elephants in need.  It was the lack of vegetation that was the 
leading cause of death in this drought, as water points remained 
plentiful. The keepers made sure to take extra bales of lucerne 
to the mud bath feeding point on the days they felt the orphans 
did not have enough browse.   For this unit the unforgiving heat 
and the desolate conditions made much of this year extremely 
challenging.  

It was a sad time for the Voi Keepers as they witnessed much 
death and tragic loss in the aftermath of the devastating 
drought. However, their spirits were lifted when Ndara arrived at 
the stockades one morning with her first wild born baby, a little 
boy we named “Neptune”. Mweya had self-appointed herself as 
nanny and Emma, Emily’s second born calf, was basking in the 
attention the little one was paying her. Thankfully, even in these 
harsh conditions, Neptune and all the other wild born babies 
have continued to thrive and all of our orphans, dependent, 
partially dependent and fully dependent, have made it through 
this difficult year.  

Emily’s herd of ex-orphans weathered the dry season by making 
their way to better pasture on neighboring ranches and Tsavo 
West National Park along with many wild herds. At the beginning 
of the year they chose to remain around the Stockades in order to 
benefit from the supplement feeds of lucerne and the presence 
of water. This decision may have also been influenced by the 
number of young babies in the herd who would have struggled 

to cover such distances quickly. One day Emily, Icholta and 
Edie, along with their respective babies, Emma, Inca and Eden 
turned up at the Stockades alone. Icholta, who had previously 
been looking a bit tired and thin due to the drought whilst breast 
feeding now one-year old baby Inca, appeared plumper thanks 
to the extra supplements, which also helped ensure that Inca 
had adequate milk as well. Finally, Emily’s herd made the 
decision to move on, and headed to where more rain had fallen. 
However Kivuko, Dabassa, Lempaute and Layoni chose to 
remain behind closer to home. Thankfully even when the ex-
orphans move great distances we are still able to make sure 
they are doing well with the help of reports from the neighboring 
ranches. We were contacted by both Taita Hills and Mugeno 
Ranch management who let us know they thought our ex-
orphans had arrived with them. We quickly dispatched a keeper 
to check and sure enough we found all the ex-orphans in good 
health enjoying the better vegetation the Ranches had to offer.

Interestingly the female orphans at Voi seem to remain 
dependent for much longer than those at Ithumba, which we 
believe is because they form such a tight knit unit, especially 
with the younger babies that are raised in Voi, too old to be 
sent to the Nairobi Nursery but much younger than the rest 
of the herd. Lesanju and Lempaute were the undisputed 
dependent herd matriarchs for many years before becoming 
more independent. Last year they finally made the decision to 
start a wild life, leaving their precious herd in the very capable 
hands of Kenia and Ndii, who are now the oldest females of the 
group at 9 and 10 years old. There is a constant tussle between 
these two for the matriarchal duties and neither are pleased with 
any interaction between ‘their’ junior babies and the female ex-
orphans, particularly if Lesanju and Lempaute return, concerned 
they may attempt to steal one of their precious herd members. 
Kenia always seems to instinctively know when the ex-orphans 
are heading to the compound and avoids the usual compound 
games on such days, and instead spiriting her herd away in the 
opposite direction with the ex-orphans turning up shortly after 
they have left. Kenia still remains hugely protective of Araba and 
does not allow anyone else to be near her or browse with her, 
despite elephants like Suswa, Arruba, Ishaq-B and Kihari very 
much wanting to do so! Kenia does not seem to mind having 
big boy Layoni within her herd as he keeps a low profile and 
leaves the leadership roles to her and Ndii. However, she has 
not always been happy with female Kivuko’s presence. 

Nguvu and Ajali, the road accident victim, started the year still in 
their taming stockades. Both spent a lot of time in the stockades 
while they tamed down and adjusted to the keepers, and in 
Ajali’s case, took time to heal from extremely serious injuries 
having been hit by a lorry on the Mombasa-Nairobi highway. 
Finally, they were ready to join the others and Nguvu started 
off very shy in the midst of more boisterous juniors. Ajali, who 
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is a bigger bull and weaned off milk, initially met resistance 
from some of the younger orphans. Rorogoi took a dislike to 
him and tried to eject him and Ishaq-B also attempted to block 
him from the water trough. Tundani then tried to bully Ajali, and 
separate him from the herd, but the Keepers always intervene 
at the first sign of bullying and make sure peace prevails. After 
a while Tundani settled down, once he realised he had another 
bull to play with! Ajali has taken an instant shine to Mudanda 
and always seeks her company when browsing out in the bush 
and Ndii has been a good friend to him.  

Another new arrival and drought victim Pasaka raised in Voi, 
who is also of a slightly older age had Ndii who stepped in 
and chose to take him under her wing, browsing close to him 
keeping the bullies like Ndoria away. Ndoria still has her jealous 
tendencies and has not been very nice to Pasaka. One day, 
Pasaka was given the opportunity to lead which made Ndoria 
extremely jealous and she ran past Ndii and Kenia to grab 
Pasaka’s tail to bite it. This scared Pasaka who ran up Mzinga 
Hill to seek refuge in a thick bush and it took three keepers, 
some milk bottles and  the help of Mashariki, Kihari and Naipoki 
to convince him to come down. Despite that experience he has 
still tried to lead on occasion, albeit far ahead so as to avoid 
the tail-biting Ndoria! Cosseted baby Araba is also jealous of 
Pasaka and sometimes she teams up with Mudanda in an effort 
to bully him! Their naughty behavior is quickly brought to a 
grinding halt by Naipoki and Ndii, assisted by the keepers. Ajali 
also seems to have a soft spot for him and they like to browse 
together; a further deterrent to the naughty Ndoria to stir up any 
trouble.

Ajali, Pasaka and Nguvu were whisked away in the midst of a 
wild herd one day, and this was cause for great concern, because 
despite being old enough to fend on their own without milk it 
was the drought conditions in the area that were concerning.  
Our ground teams and aerial surveillance spent many weeks in 
search of them.  Finally Ajali and Nguvu were found on the Voi 
river peripheral to a wild herd and were coaxed back into the 
fold and seemed relieved and delighted to be back with milk and 
supplements on hand.  Pasaka was never relocated, obviously 
choosing to stay within the wild herds.   

Tahri came to the stockades to be raised in Voi towards the end 
of the year, another unfortunate drought victim starved and all 
but dead.  Thankfully she has done well despite her emaciated 
state.  She is the baby of the Voi unit now, and she along with 
young Araba are constantly showered with affection by the 
older females who have adopted them as their very own.  It is 
wonderful to see as there is no happier baby than Tahri who 
simply basks in the love and attention she is showered with all 
day every day. She is so lucky to have survived the drought, 
unlike so many others, and have this second chance of a new 
life with a new and adoring family.

Thankfully, in December rains finally fell and the plains 
surrounding Voi were lush and green once more with knee high 
grass.  This was superseded by the return of Emily’s ex-orphan 
herd sensing the time was right.   Although they had covered the 
100km distance a few weeks earlier, there was still not enough 

vegetation, so they made their way back to the ranches; only 
to return to the stockade area once more when better rain had 
fallen. This meant the entire herd including Ndara’s little baby 
Neptune, covered over 300km within the space of a month! 
The green grassy plains attracted a multitude of wild elephants 
as well as our ex-orphans and the area was brimming with life 
once more. Ex-orphans Seraa and Mweya are heavily pregnant 
and we assume they are biding their time close to home as we 
expect some new babies in early 2018. With the prospect of 
new wild born babies on our mind, we can’t help but ponder that 
the majority of dependent babies in the Voi stockades at the 
moment are female, and so in a few years time we are going to 
experience an enormous baby boom when they reach maturity.

A new midday mudbath spot was created for the Voi orphans on 
the slopes of Mzinga Hill with commanding views of the Irima 
Plains below with unobstructed views for miles and miles.  On 
hot days the mud bath has been a huge source of entertainment 
for the orphans especially for those like Mbirikani who enjoy 
sliding down the wet sides into the water below and encouraging 
others to follow. On colder days Embu and our wallowing-star 
Ndii, have been unable to resist the urge to wallow and have 
braved the cold.  When light rain did fall, Rorogoi enjoyed digging 
up the moist soil with her feet and tusks and throwing it onto her 
back. Others like Bada and Ndoria enjoyed rolling around on the 
ground savoring the wet conditions and on one occasion Ndii 
and Rorogoi were having so much fun rolling around in the wet, 
cool earth that Ndii almost fell into an erosion gulley! 

Sad news came one month when the Voi stockade’s herd of 
assorted orphans, consisting of a baby buffalo, two elands all 
led by Ngulia the zebra, became overly enthusiastic in their 
games one day and suddenly ran out of the compound towards 
the Voi air strip. They were running back and forth having a 
wildly exciting time with the keepers following them as best they 
could, when out of nowhere a lioness ambushed little Jamuhuri 
the buffalo, killing him instantly. The trio, were left distraught 
with the loss of their friend and stayed close to the keepers for 
the rest for the day and the days to follow. This event shook 
everyone and although the keepers do all they can and remain 
vigilant, the journey to a wild life comes with its own inherent 
dangers.

The ex-orphan herd have been constantly trailed by some 
handsome wild bulls, whilst ex-orphan bulls Laikipia, Lolokwe 
and Morani, who are often found with Emily’s herd, have been 
steering clear to avoid competition. One ex-orphan bull who 
seems to be distancing himself from Emily’s herd as he comes 
of age, is 10-year-old Siria. He has been drinking alone at the 
Stockade compound, eventually teaming up with some wild 
bull friends. It is a significant milestone in the life of a young 
bull when he feels sufficiently confident to break away from the 
maternal herd and wander alone, or join a bachelor group, so 
we are happy to see Siria taking the next natural steps towards 
his wild life.

Lesanju chose to leave best friend Lempaute through the dry 
months accompanying Emily onto the ranches and Tsavo West 
National Park while Lempaute chose to remain close to home.  
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Towards the end of the year Lesanju seperated from Emily’s ex-orphan herd again, to remain alongside Lempaute, Sinya, Kivuko 
and sometimes Dabassa and Mzima, whilst Wasessa, Rombo and Layoni have opted to stay within Emily’s herd. In fact, the 
ex-orphan sub groups continue to fluctuate and members of Emily’s herd, like Sweet Sally with her baby Safi, Mweya, or Icholta 
and baby Inca, would arrive at the stockades without the other members of the herd. Perhaps as they are still breast feeding, the 
mothers need to drink more water and take on more supplements than the others in this dry season. Layoni sometimes arrives 
alone to mingle with the dependent orphans in Kenia’s herd, with Suswa and Mudanda especially enjoying his company.
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Ithumba had brilliant rain at the beginning 
of the year, more than usual, which 
meant that this end of the Park, some 
200 km from Voi, did not suffer the 
same challenges in the dry season.  
The Ithumba stockades provide plentiful 
feeding supplements and always have 
full water troughs, which are welcomed 
not only by the dependent orphans, but 
by the ex-orphans and their wild friends 
when the natural waterholes begin to 
dry. Over the dry months it has not been 
uncommon for the keepers to have 
hosted hundreds of elephants all eager 
to share in the day’s offerings, knowing 
that Ithumba is a safe haven with a 
constant water supply. Needless to say, 
quenching so many gigantic thirsts 
keeps our water bowser extremely busy, 
ferrying lifesaving water from boreholes 
and the Tiva River to the elephants of 
Northern Tsavo. We know from their 
jubilant behavior and sheer numbers 
how relieved the elephants are, and they 
stand aside for the water bowser to fill up 
the water trough or drink directly from the 
spout as the water cascades out. With 
so many ex-orphans and wild elephants 
around, it hasn’t been very peaceful 
during the morning lucerne handout for 
the dependent orphans, due to the sheer 
volume or boisterousness of their seniors, 
who they always respectfully submit 
to. Even at the mudbath the elephants 
bathed in a queue-like fashion, neatly 
orchestrated without fuss due to the strict 
social hierarchy that elephants have in 
place. Sometimes the ex-orphans and 
wild elephants will bathe on one side and 
the dependent orphans on the other, as 
a show of respect and to give them their 
space.

Early in the year we had some drama at 
Ithumba when Nursery orphans Karisa, 
Kelelari and Dupotto were translocated 
from the Nursery.  Just a week after they 
arrived the dependent orphans became 
spooked by something and they all 
hurtled off in different directions.  The 
three new arrivals went missing and were 
not found again for three months despite 

literally hundreds of hours flown in search 
of them.  At the time this happened the 
North was extremely green which made 
finding them challenging to say the least.  
Despite some false alarm reports coming 
our way these truants remained lost.  
This was of huge concern as in Dupotto’s 
case she came to the Nursery as a tiny 
calf, and had little experience of living 
a wild life.  Kelelari on the other hand 
was rescued much older, and had lived 
a wild life for about four years before 
being rescued, due to being orphaned 
and suffering multiple lion attacks, 
whilst Karisa was orphaned at two years 
old.  Now they found themselves in an 
unknown area and separated from 
their milk bottles, their keepers and the 
dependent orphans.  The whole incident 
seemed extremely strange, and we had 
an inkling that Kelelari had pulled off the 
perfect kidnap.  

Kelelari with his tail bitten off from the lion 
attacks was easy to identify, but despite 
conditions drying out, and months 
passing there was no sign of these three 
orphans.  Finally quite unexpectedly our 
Yatta de-snaring team reported seeing 
three orphans close to the Athi River in an 
area called Gazi, as the crow flies 50 km 
from Ithumba.  They were in the company 
of wild elephants but peripheral to the 
main herd, and one was tail-less, and 
the sizes of the other two left us in little 
doubt that we had found them.  Dupotto 
was looking in very poor condition, and 
despite assurances there were three first 
sighted, by the time the aircraft arrived 
there only remained two young babies, 
with Karisa no where to be seen.  As the 
youngest of the three this was concerning.  
The rescue operation was challenging 
given the remote region they were found 
in but eventually Dupotto was darted 
by the vet from the Trust helicopter and 
translocated by vehicle back to Ithumba.  
The decision was made to leave Kelelari 
happy with his wild friends, as he was far 
too big to fit in the vehicle, and no lorry or 
truck could get to the location they were 
in.  Karisa had vanished.  

Dupotto appeared extremely relieved to 
be back amidst her old friends from her 
Nursery days, and became inseparable 
from Kamok.  We still continued to 
search for Karisa from the air when quite 
unexpectedly out of the blue he arrived 
at the Ithumba mudbath, escorted by 
Galana – some 50 km from where he 
was sighted last by our Yatta de-snaring 
team.  The Keepers could not believe 
their eyes!  He appeared in extremely 
fine health despite his hiatus, took his 
bottle and acted as if he had never left 
despite an absence of three months!  The 
wondrous ways of elephants was once 
again illustrated, and how he navigated 
his way back to Ithumba from Gazi still 
to this day remains a mystery as Galana 
remained close to home, so certainly had 
not retrieved him from Gazi!     
  
October was a memorable month at 
Ithumba with three wild born babies born 
to our ex orphans. Yatta gave birth to 
her second calf, Yoyo, on the 7th, and 
her entry into the stockade compound 
at dawn to show off her new baby to her 
human family was the cause of much 
excitement amongst the ex-orphans and 
wild elephants present. Yetu, Yatta’s first 
born girl, couldn’t even get close to her 
baby brother as he was surrounded by 
all the females wanting to greet him. Just 
a week later, Nasalot had her first born 
on the 14th, a little bull called Nusu, and 
finally Sunyei had a gorgeous girl called 
Siku on the 22nd, her name meaning 
‘day’, as she was born just as dawn broke 
over Tsavo.  With the area being so dry 
there were a great number of ex-orphans 
and wild elephants around to welcome 
these new babies into the world. There 
is nothing quite like witnessing the sheer 
joy and excitement as loud trumpets 
reverberate through the air celebrating 
each new baby elephant as they enter 
the world.

We are extremely blessed that despite 
the harsh conditions and the devastating 
drought in parts of Tsavo we have not 
only welcomed these new babies into 
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the fold but also all our ex-orphans are accounted for. Though 
they occasionally disappeared for long periods in search of better 
vegetation, they all eventually reappeared at the stockades in 
abundance, knowing their human family are present, and that 
there are always supplements and water for them. It has also 
been a delight to watch the 2016 babies thrive, like little Gawa 
and Kama.

Wiva, Wendi’s baby, is quite the boisterous and overzealous 
character. She will happily approach a group of wild bulls 
drinking or challenge any of the orphans to a wrestling game. 
It takes a number of eyes to watch Wiva and all that she gets 
up to. Wiva is often seen playing with Wanjala and sometimes 
she, Gawa and Kama try to follow the orphan herd, although 
they are always stopped by watchful Nannies like Sidai, Lualeni, 
Ithumbah and Loijuk. It’s lovely to see how comfortable the wild 
babies are in the company of the Keepers and the dependent 
orphans, enough to even take a nap in the middle of them, 
watched over by Roi, Naseku and Oltaiyoni.

Once there was only one ex-orphan herd at Ithumba, however 
with an increasing number of dependent orphans making the 
transition to partially dependent and then fully independent, 
there are now many sub-groups of ex-orphans wandering 
Northern Tsavo. These groups are fluid, and although there are 
many permanent members, other individuals prefer to mingle 
and move between the herds or even show up on their own, or in 
pairs.  Olare’s herd are prone to wandering far and wide for long 
spells at a time, sometimes up to three months at a time,  but 
they always return to stay closer to home during drier months. 
Mutara has also recently formed her own herd consisting of 
Suguta, Sities, Turkwel, Kainuk and Kanjoro, whilst Makireti, 
Kilabasi and Kasigau often show up alone. Narok, Orwa, Teleki, 
Bomani, Bongo, Vuria, under the leadership of Narok, decided 
to leave their night stockades for a more independent life early 
in the year. Although they used the ex-orphans’ presence as 
the motivational call to the wild, they remained independent 
of them, preferring to be their own unit and even picking up a 
wild bull and another junior elephant who was without a herd 
of its own. Narok’s little herd continue to come and interact 
with the dependent orphans every day as they are still very 
attached to their friends and human family, so they are what 
we would call a semi-independent group. Towards the end of 
the year six more orphans arrived at Ithumba from our Nairobi 
Nursery. Kauro returned home having fully recovered and he 
was accompanied by new friends Namalok and Sapalan, Rapa, 
Pare and Maramoja. All of these Nursery babies adjusted 
almost immediately and are thriving amidst the still dependent 
Ithumba orphans, and for Kauro it was a jubilant home coming 
as he was greeted warmly by all his old friends who appeared 
thrilled to have him back healthy and strong.

We continue to watch with joy and amazement at how the 
dependent orphans mingle with the ex-orphans and wild 
elephants, and at how the wild elephants have come to trust the 
Keepers.   Thankfully as the year comes to a close, the rains 
continue in this part of Tsavo.   Whether the rains have been 
good enough to avert another desperately dry year in 2018 
remains to be seen.
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It has been seven years since the DSWT first leased the 
18,000 acre Kibwezi ground water forest to create one of it’s 
first Saving Habitats programs, and it is extraordinary to see 
the transformation of this area in that time.   Having fenced the 
Kibwezi Forest boundary on three sides into the Chyulu Hills 
National Park, wildlife numbers have soared, illegal activities 
are minimal, and bush meat poaching has been eradicated. The 
Kibwezi Forest is a perennially lush environment with water and 
vegetation readily available all year round. This makes it the 
perfect haven for some of our more compromised elephants 
with disabilities, like Murera, Sonje, Mwashoti and Alamaya, as 
here they do not have to travel far for water and green browse 
during the difficult dry seasons.

Despite the drought, the Kibwezi Forest remained relatively 
green in comparison to much of the region. Nevertheless, during 
the dry months, the forest did start to dry out and the orphans 
had to walk further than usual for sufficient browse. Whilst the 
other keepers at Ithumba and Voi were still praying for more rain, 
the Umani keepers have had to don their wellington boots and 
raincoats during the rainy seasons whilst the orphans savoured 
the lush vegetation that sprang up after each rain storm. Small 
pools and puddles formed almost everywhere throughout the 
forest, leaving the elephants spoilt for choice as to where to 
play and bathe.  On the dull, chilly mornings, the orphans were 
not too eager to go out for the day, preferring to stay close to 
home,  however they were usually energized again after a few 
games in the slippery mud. On the coldest days of the year the 
younger boys have sought shelter under the bellies of the older 
girls, but they are fast becoming too big to do so! Lima Lima has 
even tried to seek shelter under the Keepers’ umbrellas during 
a downpour which is quite comical for any onlookers.

The orphans’ interactions with wild elephants have certainly 
increased over the past year and now encounters with wild 
elephants are almost a daily occurrence. The wild bull given 
the name ‘Ndugu’, is particularly friendly with the orphans 
and has spent a lot of time with them and their human family, 
sometimes accompanied by other wild bulls. For the Umani 
orphans who have not had the benefit of ex-orphans to follow, 
such wild interactions are crucial, but also sometimes worrying 
for the Keepers, who must oversee such events and hope that 
they continue amicably. A huge wild bull named Osama by 
our Keepers, hit the greens trailer being towed by the tractor.  
This was a harrowing experience for those men in the back of 
the trailer and the tractor driver, all of whom were extremely 
exposed.  Thankfully Osama having buckled the tractor and 
trailer chose to move on before too much damage was done.  
He returned to Kibwezi Forest later in the year and came to visit 
the orphans again and Lima Lima was the first to try and warn 
the keepers. However, the keepers were not paying attention 
and didn’t get the message in time and suddenly walked upon 

Osama and got quite a fright given his fierce reputation. The 
keepers backed off quickly and waited for Osama to finish 
playing with the orphans; thankfully he has calmed down 
enormously seemingly understanding the strange dynamic of 
humans and their elephant charges found within the forest!   
Such interactions are tremendously important lessons for our 
young babies, but on occasion the orphans have been chased 
away, especially if orphans such as Lima Lima and Zongoloni 
get too familiar and friendly with the wild elephant calves. Lima 
Lima loves playing with the wild born babies but still does have 
a tendency to get over excited and pull their tails, which neither 
they nor their protective mothers like very much. One day Ziwa 
decided to join a wild group and walked away with them, but 
they perhaps smelt the Keepers scent on him and started to 
push him around a bit with their long tusks. The Keepers called 
him back and he returned to his group with both his ego and 
body slightly bruised! 

Wild bulls have also been paying particular attention to the 
older females Sonje and Murera and slowly the girls have also 
started to show an interest in them as well. Sonje has stayed 
behind with the wild bulls on occasion, obviously flirting with 
them, enjoying their attention whilst Murera, who is normally 
extremely wary of any wild elephants, has on occasion taken 
quite a keen interest in some of the bulls. June saw some very 
impressive bulls with huge ivory visit the stockades for the first 
time, and perhaps their sheer size and presence was enough to 
attract Murera’s attention! 

With the good vegetation around, Alamaya has gained weight and 
is looking extremely strong these days. He has started engaging 
the older orphans in pushing games, which they tolerate, as 
they are still much bigger and know he is just gaining valuable 
social experience. However, he has also started ganging up 
on poor Mwashoti, who is such a gentle bull who never fights 
back and still relies on the protection of the matriarchs Murera 
and Sonje. One day, poor Mwashoti tripped over a fallen tree 
and hit his head, the keepers were quite worried about him but 
thankfully he was okay, but he still did not stop ‘crying’ until both 
the older girls were with him! Alamaya and Mwashoti continue 
to grow in size and personality. They are often seen trying to 
mount Sonje and Lima Lima whenever they see the two girls 
lying down. If the matriarchs stop the little boys from climbing 
on them, they get angry and start pushing the girls hard with 
their bottoms showing their frustration at not being allowed to 
do what they like. It seems they have been a little spoilt by the 
older females in the herd who pull food down from the taller 
trees for them to enjoy, making sure they are protected from the 
boisterous boys like our albino half-brothers Faraja and Jasiri. 
Ngasha especially likes to bait Alamaya by touching the stub of 
his tail, which Alamaya detests, and the girls are always on the 
lookout for this kind of bad behavior and immediately discipline 

THE UMANI UNIT - ESTABLISHED IN 2014 
KIBWEZI FOREST
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him bringing the game to a halt. During their adventures in the 
bush the orphans have had a number of exciting encounters 
with other wild denizens of the forest including several run-ins 
with buffaloes, who like to hide in the thick bush and appear at 
the very last-minute scaring the orphan herd and their keepers. 
Another frightening episode was when Lima Lima found a big 
python laying curled up under a tree; Lima Lima did a good job 
of warning the others especially her beloved keepers to stay 
away from the area.  Baby crocodiles in mud wallows often have 
to hastily vacate as the orphans have learnt to thrash the water 
hard scattering them in all directions before commandeering the 
mud bath.

Feeding times at Umani are still a bit of a fiasco as one of the 
orphans is always up to mischief. Ziwa has taken to yelling 
before and whilst drinking his milk, which is an old habit we 
thought he had grown out of, and milk ends up all over the 
Keepers trying to feed him! Alamaya and Mwashoti try to pick 
up their own bottles just like Zongoloni and Jasiri, but the bottles 
are too heavy, and they mostly end up spilling the contents all 
over the ground! On one occasion Lima Lima was in such a 
rush to get to her milk that she knocked Quanza’s bottles over 
and spilt the milk everywhere, upsetting Quanza who chased 
after her. One morning, Murera must have been in a naughty 
mood because she led Mwashoti straight to the lucerne store 
whilst the keepers weren’t looking and stealthily grabbed two 
big bundles of lucerne, one for each of them. As they sneakily 
carried it off and started munching away, a keeper spotted them 
and gave Murera a stern telling off. She knew she had been 
naughty and dropped the lucerne sheepishly, waiting instead for 
the keepers to hand it out. Crested Canes are large noisy birds 
that have taken to laying their eggs around the mud bath. One 
afternoon Lima Lima came running for her milk bottle and she 
accidently ran into one of the birds on its nest. Lima Lima tried to 
push the bird out of the way, but it wouldn’t move from its eggs 

and started to get angry, there was quite an argument between 
the bird and the elephant, until Lima Lima finally walked around 
the nest to get to the keepers and the milk bottles.

Lima Lima is still “the clown” of the group and always entertains 
her keepers to no end with her antics. Whilst out in the forest 
she never seems to shy away from wild animals but instead 
wants to scare them; she scares Crested Cranes from their 
perches in the trees, dashes at baboons or monkeys collecting 
acacia seed-pods, and, chasing butterflies is her favourite 
pasttime. She is still the greediest elephant within the group, 
running whenever the keepers call the orphans in case they 
have a special treat and she is always devising new tricks to get 
around the Keepers and access the milk. Furthermore, naughty 
Lima Lima has managed to pull down hay bales for herself and 
for all the others to enjoy. When she did this a second time, 
Ziwa got upset and started pushing against the acacia tree in 
the compound which unfortunately housed a swarm of bees, 
so elephants and Keepers alike had to make a run for it as the 
angry bees came out to investigate what was disturbing them! 
Recently Lima Lima has been sharing leadership of the little 
boys, Alamaya and Mwashoti, with the older matriarchs although 
the little boys are still under the overall care of Murera and 
Sonje.  Sometimes the little boys can be found in the company 
of some of the other orphans rather than the females and, in 
fact, one day when poor tail-less Alamaya was struggling with 
biting Tsetse flies and was unable to swish them away using a 
tail, it was young bull Ziwa who came to his aid.

Having lost their mothers and families in tragic circumstances, 
and in the case of some our orphans at Umani having been 
inflicted with life changing injuries themselves at the hands of 
man, it is so gratifying to now watch them heal psychologically, 
and physically, and find true happiness in this beautiful safe 
paradise. 
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In the early years David and Daphne, latterly Daphne and 
Angela, have raised 16 black rhinos from infancy. Two of these 
rhinos, Maxwell and Solio, still remain with us today. Solio 
came to us in September 2010, her mother a victim of a bullet 
wound on Solio ranch in Laikipia. Now a mature seven years 
old, she continues to enjoy her life as a wild resident of Nairobi 
National Park having successfully assimilated into the wild 
community, but despite living a wild life she returns to visit the 
Nairobi Nursery regularly to socialize with her friend Maxwell 
through the bars of his stockade, and to request for lucerne 
hand-outs from her old Keepers. She normally wanders in from 
the plains of Nairobi National Park alone, but occasionally she 
is accompanied by a wild friend who patiently waits for her on 
the periphery of the compound whilst she socializes with her 
Keepers and Maxwell. During the dry spell this year a herd 
of buffalo also took advantage of the supplemented food put 
out for Maxwell and Solio, and Solio took umbrage to their 
presence, preferring to stay away during that period or wait in 
an empty stockade until they had gone, so she could enjoy her 
supplements in peace. 

Our blind rhino Maxwell, who turned 11 this year, thoroughly 
enjoys Solio’s visits and is left in an excited frenzy every time 
she appears. On one such visit Maxwell was so excited that 

he banged hard on one of his gates and broke it open! He 
came wandering out at dawn, seemingly a little disorientated, 
and surprised the Keepers who were enjoying their morning 
cup of tea. Thankfully we were able to improvise with his gate 
and he was easily lured back inside his stockade with some 
delicious sugar cane.  Sadly Maxwell cannot live a wild and free 
life because being a male he would need to fight for rank and 
territory and with his disadvantage would most definitely be killed 
by the wild bulls.   Maxwell has a love-hate relationship with the 
resident warthogs at the Nairobi Nursery, as black rhinos are 
furiously territorial, he is easily aggravated when they enter his 
stockade to share his lucerne supplements and wallow in his 
mud bath, yet he does enjoy playing and chasing them around! 
He does cause quite the commotion when the warthogs become 
stuck between the bars of his gate and squeal with fright. The 
elephant orphans enjoy Maxwell’s company and engage with 
him on a daily basis by initiating chasing games, up and down 
the length of his stockade, or by just saying hello placing their 
trunks through the bars of his gate and feeling him gently all 
over which he savors. Then, of course we have Shabby the 
sacred Ibis orphan who was hand raised by Angela’s sons Taru 
and Roan who is best friends with Maxwell and spends plenty of 
time in his stockade, content to sit next to a slumbering Maxwell 
for hours and theirs makes for quite the unusual friendship. 

THE ORPHANED RHINOS & OTHER ORPHANS
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Even though Maxwell is deprived of a wild 
life due to his blindness, he is certainly 
not devoid of action and distractions with 
many loving friends in different shapes 
and sizes. 

Kiko, our orphan giraffe has a mind of his 
own and a stubborn nature to boot. Some 
days he is bursting to get out into the 
forest and on other days he is desperate 
to return to the compound and browse on 
the acacia trees within. Whenever there 
are lions in the vicinity Kiko is confined 
to the compound for his own safety, and 
often he can sense their presence and 
returns of his own accord. He chooses to 
browse with the elephant orphans during 
the day, but unfortunately sometimes the 
elephants try to chase him away which is 
easier said than done.   Baby elephants 
like Malima and Musiara in particular 
like to charge with their little ears spread 
wide, but Kiko finds it hard to take them 
seriously due to their diminutive size 
compared to his towering presence. One 
day while in a particularly belligerent 

mood, he deliberately kicked over the 
wheelbarrow holding all the empty milk 
bottles, which the keepers had to collect 
up while Maisha and Sattao tried to suck 
up the spilt milk. When he comes across 
wild giraffes in the forest who seem eager 
to meet him he shies away.   On several 
occasions wild females and their calves 
have approached him but he refuses to 
greet or interact with them, running back 
to the elephants and keepers for refuge. 
The only time he will get closer to the 
giraffes is if the elephants go with him! 

The Trust never turns away an orphan in 
need, so long as we are able to offer them 
a second chance at a wild life. In Nairobi, 
Angela’s sons Taru and Roan have raised 
an infant Thompson’s gazelle called Tom 
Tom who enjoys browsing beside the 
mud bath, whilst Angela sits with two 
baby squirrels Pip and Pop in her office. 
At our Kaluku HQ in Tsavo, the situation 
is very much the same with two lesser 
kudu calves Sala and Sabasa rescued 
in March and July respectively, and one 

female waterbuck called Baraka. In the 
morning they are all present, demanding 
their milk (and carrots for Sala) before 
disappearing into the bush surrounding 
the pilots’ houses and returning in the 
afternoon to play and demand more 
milk! Alongside the dependent elephant 
orphans at the Voi stockades the Keepers 
also care for three-year-old Ngulia the 
Zebra who rules the roost. Under her 
care at the moment is one female eland 
called Kori, a male eland called Tawi and 
a young male buffalo only 8 months old 
rescued called Oltukai.

The Lamu Conservation Trust (LCT) 
team, partners in DSWT’s Saving 
Habitats program, has also been caring 
for a group of eclectic orphans at 
Farouks Camp on Amu Ranch in Lamu 
District, these include two buffaloes 
Konambaya and Pangani, one zebra 
called Mukugunya, 1 oribi called Wido 
and a baby vervet monkey known as 
Zum Zum.
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2017 saw the establishment of our newest Mobile Veterinary 
Unit, complementing a country-wide veterinary fleet of five 
teams led by designated KWS Field Veterinary Officers.  
These units are funded and managed by the DSWT thanks 
to generous grants from individuals and organizations, and 
work in partnership with the KWS, providing effective rapid 
veterinary treatment to wildlife in need throughout Kenya.  Our 
first unit within the Tsavo Conservation Area was established 
back in 2003 thanks to financial support from an organization 
called Vier pfoten. KWS Vet Dr. Ndeereh and then Dr. Poghon 
have both done extraordinary work over the years saving quite 
literally hundreds of elephants and other animals lives thanks 
to quick and effective response to reported cases.   As a result 
of the positive impact the first unit made the Mara Veterinary 
Unit followed, established in 2007 thanks to generous support 
from the Minara Foundation.  This Unit is headed by KWS Vet 
Dr. Limo who has had some extremely challenging cases over 
the years from poisoned lions to speared elephants.  The fact 
that veterinary intervention is on hand with no delays more often 
than not has meant we have been able to save lives.  Six years 
later the Meru Veterinary Unit was established in 2013 with the 
support of an individual donor, with this unit’s area of operation 
encompassing Meru National Park and Northern Kenya, whilst 
in the following year the Amboseli Veterinary Unit was formed.   
Following the undeniable success of these mobile veterinary 
units, DSWT and KWS officially launched the fifth unit, the 
Mount Kenya, Aberdares & Southern Laikipia Mobile Veterinary 
Unit, in October 2017.  This unit, which is based in Nanyuki, 
is operated by KWS Vet Domnic Mijele, and as with the other 
units, the DSWT funds the KWS vet, a vet assistant/driver, 2 
KWS capture unit rangers, the unit vehicle, equipment, drugs 
and all supplies including the day to day operational costs.  
The Mount Kenya Unit has been extremely busy in its first 
few months treating a variety of threatened species as part of 
the team’s mission to alleviate animal suffering and preserve 
Kenya’s incredible biodiversity.

In total throughout the year the five Mobile Veterinary Units 
together with the Sky Vet teams, attended to 543 wild animals.  
Of these cases 207 involved elephants, along with 44 lion 
cases, 22 rhino cases including the treatment of a host of other 
species.  The majority of these cases were directly related to 
poaching activities, followed closely by natural causes. Sadly 

the 2017 drought took many wild lives resulting in an increase 
in postmortems undertaken by each unit but especially the 
Tsavo unit, with many cases attended to involving emaciated 
or recumbent elephants, which were most often given a very 
poor prognosis or were humanely euthanized.  The teams 
also attended to 33 human-wildlife conflict cases including 39 
elephants found in community areas, as well as 15 predators 
and a number of plains game. 

There are hundreds of stories that unfold each year, but none 
more satisfying than saving the life of a baby elephant calf with 
a cable snare cutting deep into its neck.  She was first reported 
two years before by a tourist within the Taita Hills Sanctuary, 
and a photograph was shared a few days later, but despite 
ongoing searching, both from the ground and air, the baby was 
never located so has remained untreated all this time.  She had 
carried this snare and suffered the horror of an injury growing 
worse each week as she grew, and the cable was gradually 
cutting deeper and deeper into her flesh.

She was finally sighted and her case reported two years later 
on Christmas eve, and our teams scrambled to the scene.  
The Trust’s helicopter was on hand to help with proceedings, 
ensuring that the ground teams had effective aerial support, 
so that she could not vanish again.  The Amboseli Veterinary 
Officer Ephantus Ndambiri darted the calf and between the 
vehicles and the helicopter the mother was kept a safe distance 
from where they operated.  Despite being a young mother she 
was incredibly protective.  The cable was cut free and the nasty 
wound treated and the calf was revived, but while the team 
was helping coax mother and calf together again the agitated 
mother smashed into the Vet vehicle’s door on the driver’s side.  
Thankfully despite breaking off some of her tusk both driver and 
mother were unharmed.  She was finally reunited with her calf, 
and sightings of the two in the days that followed the treatment 
confirm that the calf made a remarkable recovery.  What a relief 
this must have been for both mum and her baby, and it is no 
small wonder why this mum was so fiercely protective having 
witnessed her baby’s discomfort all these years powerless to 
do anything about it.  This is a typical example of the gratifying 
work that is undertaken daily by the DSWT/KWS veterinary 
units, and how effective and important they are.

Mobile Veterinary Units
THE TEAMS

5 Mobile Veterinary Units
1 Sky Vet Unit

5 different ecosystems
543 animal cases treated in 2017
5,270 animal cases treated overall

77% success rate
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The five DSWT/KWS Mobile Veterinary Units attend to the 
majority of wildlife cases throughout Kenya, but there are 
circumstances where these units are unable to attend to 
veterinary callouts due to logistical issues or being dedicated 
to other cases.  When emergency veterinary support is needed 
and cannot be fulfilled by any of the units, the DSWT deploys 
Nairobi-based KWS Veterinary Officers through the Sky Vet 
program, generously funded by a passionate individual.  Since 
being launched in 2013, Sky Vets have attended to cases in 
the most remote regions of Kenya and are on call 24-7.  During 
recent years Sky Vets has seen a decrease in emergency 
call-outs, which can only be contributed to the increase in full-
time veterinary coverage from the DSWT/KWS units already 
strategically placed throughout the country.  

Since Sky Vets was first launched nearly 5 years ago, 258 
wild animals have received emergency veterinary treatment 
throughout Kenya. These cases have included 184 elephants 
and 23 lions as well as rhino, buffalo, giraffe, hyena, hippo 
and zebra.  Out of these cases 165 were caused by poaching 
injuries including 45 spear cases, 33 snare cases, 66 arrow 
cases and 21 bullet wound cases. 75% of these cases were 
given a good prognosis by the attending vets.  The majority of 
these wild animals would not have survived had it not been for 
rapid response veterinary intervention from Sky Vets.  

SNARED LAMU LION 
On the 14th of April, the DSWT received word concerning an 
injured lion that had been seen by rangers on Kipini Conservancy 
in Lamu district. The lion was suffering from a rope snare around 
its front, right leg, which had caused severe swelling. It had 
reportedly not moved in 6 days, although he had succeeded 
in killing a buffalo during this time, so was well-fed. Due to the 
huge distances that would need to be covered to reach the site, a 
journey that would take well over 10 hours in a vehicle, Sky Vets 
was deployed and a KWS Veterinary Officer was flown the next 
morning to the site.

Kipini Conservancy lies just north of the Tana River Delta, 
where Kenya’s largest river empties into the Indian Ocean. After 
disembarking from the aircraft, which landed on a rough bush 
airstrip, KWS vet Dr. Poghon was met by KWS Rangers and 
the local officer who transported him and his equipment a short 
distance to where the mane-less, male lion was discovered. The 
lion was obviously strong, but it was immediately visible that he 
had lost some condition. Uninterested in the vehicle or in moving 
away, the lion was easy to dart and after several drowsy minutes, 
it rolled over in a deep sleep. Dr. Poghon got to work removing 
the snare. Had it been a wire or cable snare, the damage might 
have been much worse, but the rope had still dug deep into 
the leg, severing one tendon in the process. The paw was very 
swollen and obviously causing a lot of pain. Once the wound was 
cleaned, and the lion had been given antibiotics, Poghon was 
happy that the wound would heal. The paw will lack full dexterity 
due to the tendon damage, but it should still be functional.  

SKY VET
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VETERINARY NOTES FROM THE FIELD
MT. KENYA & SOUTHERN LAIKIPIA MOBILE VETERINARY UNIT –  BY DR. DOMNIC MIJELE

Once again, the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust (DSWT) 
working together with the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) have 
gone the extra mile and created a new Mobile Veterinary Unit 
(MVU) in the Mt. Kenya and Southern Laikipia region. The unit 
is the latest among the many wildlife mobile veterinary units 
created by DSWT and KWS in different wildlife conservation 
areas. The newly formed mobile veterinary unit based at 
the KWS Laikipia station in Nanyuki started its operations in 
October 2017. The unit is charged with the responsibility of 
providing veterinary care to all wildlife species in Mt. Kenya 
and Southern Laikipia region. Specifically, the unit performs 
diagnosis and treatment of injuries and diseases in wildlife, 
investigation and control of wildlife disease outbreaks, wildlife 
disease surveillance and monitoring, wildlife translocation 
and rescue of wildlife species under distress and to promote 
animal health and welfare among other activities.

The unit has wide coverage in an area with a huge population 
of diverse wildlife species. The coverage includes Mt. Kenya 
National Park, Aberdares National Park, Mwea National 
Reserve, Solio Ranch, Ol Jogi Wildlife Conservancy, Ol 
Pejeta Wildlife Conservancy, Mutara Ranch, Mugie Ranch, 
Loisaba Wildlife conservancy, Loldaiga Wildlife Conservancy, 
Laikipia Nature Conservancy and immediate surrounding 
conservation areas. The unit works closely with the other 
wildlife mobile veterinary units in Lewa as well as with the 
DSWT funded Meru Mobile Veterinary Unit to ensure wildlife in 
the Mountain conservation area and entire Laikipia-Samburu 
ecosystem are provided with appropriate veterinary care. 

Since its inception, the new MVU started on a high note 
and has so far handled several emergency cases involving 
endangered wildlife species including the treatment of several 
wounded elephants, a Northern White rhino in Ol Pejeta 
conservancy, treatment of an injured white rhino in Solio 
ranch, treatment and deworming of semi-captive mountain 
bongos in Mt. Kenya wildlife conservancy, treatment of an 
injured Grevy’s zebra and the de-snaring of common zebras 
in Jua Kali area of Nanyuki, among other cases in the region. 

The new unit is well equipped with modern wildlife veterinary 
equipment including the highly customized four-wheel 
mobile veterinary vehicle for treatment of wildlife in the 
rough mountainous terrains and muddy slopes of the Mt. 
Kenya and Laikipia ecosystem. The unit has the latest 
state-of-the-art surgical kits, diagnostic kits, post-mortem 
equipment, biological sample storage freezer, high tension 
ropes for supporting wildlife during treatments amongst other 
equipment. The unit also has a team of highly experienced 
wildlife capture rangers and a veterinary assistant/driver who 
works with me full time to ensure the team’s safety and best 
handling procedures in all cases of treatment and rescue.

Once again, I was quite excited and happy to be appointed 
to set up and head the new Mt. Kenya Wildlife Mobile 
Veterinary Unit.  This new appointment provided me with a 
unique opportunity to handle and save some of the world’s 
most endangered wildlife species such as the Northern white 
rhinos, Grevy’s zebra and Mountain bongos among others. 

I have since treated and saved these rare species from 
illnesses and injuries that they would not have recovered 
from without our interventions. I find it quite encouraging 
and fulfilling to be in the field almost daily attending to critical 
wildlife emergency cases in an attempt to protect and save 
the last great species on earth. I am amazed and surprised 
that this is the second time an opportunity has arisen for me to 
work in a wildlife mobile veterinary unit and I really enjoy this 
responsibility very much, which is thanks to KWS and DSWT 
for this wonderful opportunity.

Earlier in 2007 I was seconded to the Masai Mara Mobile 
Veterinary Unit, one of the DSWT’s sponsored Mobile 
Veterinary Units based in the Masai Mara conservation 
area, where the team and I saved lives of many wild animals 
through veterinary intervention including rhinos, elephants, 
lions and cheetahs. This is where I developed a great 
passion for working as a wildlife veterinarian, a role which 
I had admired for a long time. I gained many experiences 
and handled some of the worst wildlife cases I have ever 
experienced in my life including a surgical operation on a 
lioness whose liver had popped out after being gored by a 
buffalo during hunting. Handling such delicate surgery in a 
field situation and achieving good results was such a great 
experience in my wildlife veterinary career that to date the 
sky is the limit! Just like Mt. Kenya and Southern Laikipia, the 
Masai Mara ecosystem also had a huge population of many 
diverse wildlife species roaming in open savannah grasslands 
including millions of migrating wildebeests, carnivores and 
herbivores not found anywhere else in the world. 

The Mt. Kenya region offers a unique opportunity as we 
mostly handle the top most endangered wildlife species 
in the world. The terrain is also quite challenging as most 
areas are densely forested and bushy hence not easy to 
navigate. Some areas do require aerial support and darting 
from helicopter where necessary; helicopter services are 
provided by DSWT and KWS whenever required. During rainy 
seasons we face a lot of flooding and muddy terrain that can 
sometimes affect wildlife intervention operations. However, 
we have been amazed and encouraged by the support and 
good cooperation from many stakeholders including wildlife 
managers, conservancy managers and community scouts 
among others, who go out of their way to make anything 
possible. Their passion and love for wild animals make them 
report all the cases that require veterinary attention, which 
has made us save many wildlife species through veterinary 
intervention. The community in these areas have also 
embraced our good work of conservation and they have 
sought our contacts and become wildlife ambassadors, 
calling the veterinary unit whenever they see an animal that 
requires veterinary intervention. 

We very much appreciate the enormous support from KWS 
and DSWT that has ensured the unit’s smooth operations 
and provided every requirement needed for effective wildlife 
interventions. We hope that this collaboration continues 
to thrive and offer much-needed veterinary services to our 
wildlife for posterity.
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The DSWT has 11 dedicated De-Snaring Teams based within 
the Tsavo Conservation Area, which comprises an area of some 
42,000 km2 encompassing Tsavo East and West National 
Parks, the Chyulu Hills National Park, South Kitui National 
Reserve, ranches in Galana, Taita, Kulalu and Amboseli, as 
well as adjacent private and communal lands.  These teams, 
which are each formed of KWS Manyani Academy rangers, 
a driver, a cook plus 2 KWS rangers, provide comprehensive 
anti-poaching support and wildlife protection far beyond just 
removing snares set by bushmeat poachers, which alone saves 
the lives of hundreds of wild animals.  Beyond this each team 
also works seamlessly with the Kenya Wildlife Service and the 
DSWT’s ground and air units, creating an extensive security 
network safeguarding not only Kenya’s largest remaining 
population of elephants but vast ecosystems home to an array 
of endangered and threatened species. 

Daily patrols carried out by these teams witness a diversity of 
incidences and situations needing immediate ground response.  
During 2017, the teams were active in human-wildlife conflict 
management, where the rangers helped communities with 
problem-animal control, pushing elephants and other wildlife, 
which had strayed into farmlands, back into the safety of the 
parks. Firefighting in the Chyulu Hills was another role the teams 
performed, as during the year the Chyulus experienced a number 
of severe bushfires.  The teams also worked on numerous 
elephant calf rescues in cooperation with the DSWT’s airwing, 
elephant Keepers and veterinary units, whilst they were active in 
the monitoring of countless elephants either injured by poaching 
or weakened by the drought, which in many cases with the 
drought victims, led to the subsequent retrieval of tons of ivory.  
The eviction of livestock and illegal settlements as well as the 
control of logging and charcoal burning activities are ongoing 
challenges for all the teams, but with comprehensive monitoring 
and management in partnership with the KWS, these occurrences 
are reducing in number.  The teams continue to fight against the 
threat of ivory poaching and the commercial bushmeat trade, 
confiscating and recovering thousands of snares, uncovering and 
destroying poaching hideouts and shooting blinds and tracking 
and arresting poachers and wildlife criminals.

During the year the Tsavo based units made 429 arrests including 
19 ivory poachers.  71 offenders were also arrested for bushmeat 
poaching with the majority of them caught carrying bushmeat 
and/or snares and poaching tools; 153 weapons were also 
confiscated from arrests including 58 poisoned arrows, 16 bows, 
49 pangas and 4 spears. Together with poaching equipment 
395kgs of bushmeat and 97 carcasses were confiscated as well 
as 85 animal trophies, including 9 tusks, 2 python skins and a 
leopard skin. The remainder of the arrests made during the year 
included livestock herders and charcoal burners with 253 arrests 
made for illegal grazing and 55 arrests for charcoal burning; 
248 charcoal kilns, 70 livestock bomas, 37 shooting blinds and 
platforms, 64 hideouts and camps were also destroyed, with a 
total of 3,810 snares removed from the TCA.

The DSWT continues to expand its anti-poaching and habitat 
protection initiatives, increasing rangers and teams in order to 
provide the best surveillance and security over the TCA and 
further afield.  During 2017, 7 more DSWT rangers graduated 
from the KWS’s Manyani Field Training Academy having 
successfully completed a demanding 3-month training course. 
These rangers have already been deployed to the field joining 
the teams already established within the TCA. The Trust’s 
Meru De-Snaring Unit, which commenced operations in Meru 
National Park in 2014, continues to be a valuable asset to 
the area alongside the DSWT funded Meru Veterinary Unit, 
curbing poaching and significantly reducing bushmeat snaring 
and working to prevent livestock intrusion.  During the year the 
Meru Unit lifted and confiscated 1,311 snares and made 24 
arrests including 18 arrests for illegal grazing whilst arresting 
6 bushmeat poachers.  The team was also active in destroying 
17 livestock bomas, 3 shooting platform/blinds and 1 hideout.  

Efforts are consistently made by the DSWT to ensure each team 
is operating to the best of its ability in both skills and resources. 
During the year each teams’ equipment and kit was reviewed 
and upgraded; investing in these resources will not only improve 
the teams’ effectiveness and mobility in the field but will increase 
the opportunities for uncovering illegal activities in the parks as 
well as making arrests. This year management also focused on 

De-Snaring Teams 
ANTI-POACHING SUPPORT

11 De-Snaring Teams
64 DSWT Rangers

1 Canine Unit
429 arrests made and 3,810 snares removed from the TCA in 2017

577 elephants removed from within communiy areas and guided back to safety 
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improving the teams results in the field as well as working on 
more efficiently recording data.  One method to achieve this 
was by introducing a ‘team of the month’ and ‘team of the year’ 
reward to create healthy competition between the teams, based 
on their monthly patrol outcomes.  All 11 De-Snaring Teams 
leaders completed a 2-day first aid course during the year as 
well as attending internal evidence-gathering training, which 
is invaluable for the teams in creating an effective process for 
arresting and sentencing poachers and offenders.  In 2018 the 
DSWT will introduce a DSWT court monitoring role so as to 
attend and record all bushmeat and ivory poaching cases. This 
role will be used to determine if and where the Wildlife Act is 
being used appropriately by the local police and courts, in an 
effort to reduce the number of offenders and wildlife criminals 
who get off lightly and return to poaching.

KWS RAPID RESPONSE UNIT 
The DSWT continues to financially support the KWS Rapid 
Response Unit in Tsavo.  This team works closely with the 
DSWT/KWS De-Snaring Units, Veterinary Units and Aerial Unit, 
enabling a quick response to any illegal activity cases reported, 
immediately placing boots on the ground.  The DSWT was able 
to help fund a Land Cruiser donated for this team in 2014, as well 
as a fully kitted trailer, whilst the Trust also ensures the vehicle 
and equipment is maintained to a high standard whilst financially 
supporting the team’s yearly operational costs including rations, 
water, fuel and other field equipment and supplies.

THE CANINE UNIT
Having been launched in July 2016, the DSWT’s Canine Unit 
has successfully grown into an invaluable addition to the greater 
infrastructure already put in place by the DSWT within the TCA.  
The dogs and their handlers work in unison with all ground and 
air teams in a joint mission to provide the greatest protection 
over the Tsavo ecosystem. During 2017, whilst attending to 

any emergency reports made from the field, the Canine Unit 
concentrated its efforts in perfecting tracking routines through 
strategic exercises and drills, whilst taking part in regular vehicle 
patrols and joining up with the De-Snaring Teams on the ground 
to uncover any illegal activities.  The Canine Unit also continues 
to take part in regular helicopter patrols, where the dogs 
and their handlers are landed and deployed at remote water 
points by the pilot, allowing them to monitor and search known 
poacher’s camps and paths, looking for fresh signs of poaching 
activities or tracks and scents that the dogs can follow.  During 
the year a number of call-outs were made by the De-Snaring 
Teams concerning recent poacher activity, and the Canine Unit 
responded within hours, with transportation available by the 
new Eurocopter to the site of the call.  Being able to operate 
a rapid response process, such as this, achieves much higher 
success rates in apprehending poachers. 

A significant event that took place towards the end of the year 
was the amalgamation of the KWS’s Tsavo based Canine Unit 
with the DSWT’s Unit, integrating both teams at the Trust’s 
Kaluku Canine base.  This movement makes this merged team 
the definitive unit for the ecosystem and further enforces its 
prominence and authority in the area.  With this union, there are 
now 4 dogs, 3 DSWT dog handlers as well as a senior KWS dog 
handler and 3 dog keepers at the DSWT base in Tsavo East.  
During this merger a specialist K9 unit trainer spent weeks with 
the team evaluating operations and further training the dogs 
and their handlers. Based on his recommendations several 
key adjustments have since been made, which have proved 
extremely beneficial.  

Next year will see the continuation of training and guidance 
by a specialist dog trainer, enabling the team to reach its full 
potential. The DSWT has already financed a Canine Training 
Assessment with a specialized company called Invictus K9 and 
is now wishing to proceed with ongoing canine training for 2018. 
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The DSWT’s first dedicated anti-poaching 
and surveillance aircraft was deployed 
nearly a decade ago, and from the 
commitment and perseverance of one 
small supercub, the Aerial Unit has since 
evolved into a mighty force, extending 
aerial security and surveillance over 
thousands of kilometres of threatened 
habitats, which would otherwise have 
been eaten away over the years by 
poaching and illegal activities.  Today the 
DSWT is operating 7 aircrafts including a 
TopCub (5Y-DTP) a SuperCub (5Y-STP), 
a 4-seater Supercub (5Y TRA) a Cessna 
185 (5Y-DHS), a Cessna 206 (57 CFZ), 
an MD500 helicopter as well as the 
newest addition of a Eurocopter A350 
(5Y-CXP).

During 2017 the Aerial Unit carried out 
daily patrols covering 205,979 kms 
over the TCA and beyond, clocking 
up 1,701 hours of flight time.  The 
year has brought many a challenge 
but the DSWT’s pilots have been on 
hand answering a wide range of calls, 
including locating and helping to dart 
injured elephants, searching, locating 
and airlifting orphaned elephant calves, 
discovering and reporting illegal activities 
such as logging and charcoaling, setting 
ambushes and tracking poachers, as 
well as responding to cases of elephants 
causing conflict in community areas.

The beginning of the year saw the MD500 
helicopter patrolling water holes in remote 
areas of the Tsavo Triangle, south west 
of Ithumba and within the Thabagunji/
Lugards area, probing for potential 
poaching structures and shooting blinds. 
The helicopter enjoyed many successes 
deploying both the K9 unit together with 
the De-Snaring Teams at the watering 
holes to sweep the area, one particular 

patrol saw the teams destroy 8 shooting 
blinds erected by poachers. Early 2017 
also experienced many cases of Human-
Wildlife Conflict, most notably conflict 
with elephants, which had strayed 
outside of the Parks and protected areas.  
During the year the pilots together with 
support from ground teams pushed 
over 577 elephants out of community 
lands. A hotspot for such conflict is 
within the Kibwezi Forest/Chyulu Hills 
ecosystem, where elephants head south 
into community farms causing extensive 
damage to small holdings, endangering 
not just the community but the lives 
of the elephants; as retribution for the 
destruction of farmlands can often be 
carried out impulsively by communities, 
despite significant community awareness 
strategies put in place by the DSWT’s 
Community Outreach Team. For 
these reasons rapid response by the 
helicopters is imperative to reports made 
by the KWS and community members.  
The pilots were especially busy during 
January and February pushing elephants 
out of farms and back into the safety of 
the protected areas.  These demanding 
and time-consuming tasks undertaken 
by the aerial team have an untold 
positive impact on both communities 
and bordering habitats, as the teams 
work to create stability and balance in an 
otherwise volatile situation. 

Kenya’s dry season saw the full impact 
of an enduring drought which devastated 
areas within the TCA, especially habitats 
within the southern sector of Tsavo East 
around Aruba, Voi River and Galana 
towards Sala. The key focus for all the 
aircraft was to patrol the remaining 
watering holes, monitoring the remaining 
elephant herds left in the affected area, 

consisting mostly of juvenile elephants 
as well as older females.  Veterinary 
intervention was called for on a daily 
basis during this drought period in an 
effort to save elephants when they had 
collapsed from sheer exhaustion and 
malnutrition.  Nearly every flight in the 
southern sector of Tsavo East revealed 
at least one new carcass sighting, and it 
was not uncommon to find three or four 
carcasses in a single flight; tragically, 
many of the lives claimed were of young 
elephants as well as older matriarchs with 
long, magnificent ivory. It is important to 
note that rather than a lack of water, it was 
a lack of food that was killing elephants 
and other wildlife, as many parts of the 
Park had received inadequate rainfall 
the season before, so browse and 
vegetation was already limited. To further 
exacerbate matters, early on in the year, 
a massive influx of livestock was illegally 
herded into the Park, escaping severe 
drought in other parts of the country, 
which prematurely depleted natural 
waterholes and remaining vegetation, 
forcing wildlife to concentrate around 
a drastically reduced number of water 
sources both natural and man-made. 
Given that the problem was a shortage 
of food rather than water, sadly there was 
and will be, no solution to such a problem, 
with it being simply impossible to feed a 
population of elephants the size of Tsavo 
in a year where drought grips so tightly. 

Despite the negative aspect of 
discovering so many dead and dying 
elephants, the role of the aircrafts cannot 
be underestimated. For each carcass 
discovered, a set of tusks can be retrieved 
before a poacher has a chance to happen 
upon them.  Also, the teams were able to 
quickly identify problem areas and focus 

Aerial Surveillance 
SUPPORTING THE TSAVO CONSERVATION AREA

5 Fixed Wing Aircraft
2 Helicopters

4 DSWT Pilots
1,701 hours flown in 2017

205,979 Kms covered
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their attention on increased patrols, with 
the vet teams ready to assist and in some 
circumstances, save weak elephants, 
whilst the ground teams were able to keep 
an eye out for potential orphans so that 
they could be rescued in time.  Another 
positive, amongst so much desolation, 
is that the teams were able to provide a 
second chance for five elephant calves 
who lost their mothers to the drought, 
two of which were spotted during routine 
aerial patrols. With assistance from the 
helicopter, these calves were airlifted 
directly to the Nairobi orphanage to be 
cared for, something that would not have 
been possible in the past without the use 
of the new Eurocopter.

During the year the aerial team was also 
involved in the darting and treatment of 
many injured elephants in the TCA, as 
well as further afield attending to cases 
in Amboseli and the Mara, which were 
mostly as a result of poisoned arrow, 
spear injuries and bullets wounds.  Many 
hours were also dedicated by the pilots 
in the search for a severely snared rhino; 
the search spanned many weeks but 
finally the rhino was successfully darted 
and treated.  Livestock intrusion, logging 
and charcoal burning continued to be 
ongoing challenges for the both air and 
ground teams, but with steadfast support 
from the KWS, DSWT and armed KWS 
rangers were strategically placed on the 
ground in remote areas where livestock 
enclosures and charcoal sites had been 
illegally erected to arrest offenders, 
destroy kilns and eject livestock.  With 
such a force in place, and regular 
amalgamated ground teams mobilized to 
illegal activity hot spots, the burden has 
certainly been lessened. 

NEW EUROCOPTER
An exciting addition to the DSWT’s aerial 
fleet arrived in May, in the form of an 
Airbus AS 350 B3 Eurocopter, which is 
a larger and more powerful machine, 
complimenting the DSWT’s trusty 
MD500 helicopter. The Eurocopter can 
comfortably carry 5 passengers plus the 
pilot, and is built robustly to fly with heavy 
loads in hot and high conditions, making 
it ideal for Tsavo’s extreme conditions.  
This helicopter is a real work horse and 
can lift 5 fully-kitted rangers plus a full 
load of fuel and deploy them anywhere 
in the TCA. It’s a versatile machine and 

since its launch it has been invaluable in 
a variety of missions not limited to:

● Regular aerial patrols with DSWT/KWS 
rangers on board responding to illegal 
activities.

● Emergency orphan elephant airlifts 
from the TCA to the Nairobi Nursery. 

● HWC callouts to drive elephants out of 
community farms. 

● Air support & deployment of KWS 
rangers on callouts-typically following 
poachers.

● Support of DSWT/KWS Veterinary 
units.

● Reconnaissance flights with KWS 
personnel and government officials. 

● K9 unit deployments throughout the TCA.
●  Response to bush fires.
 
Significant time and resources have been 
invested into training the Canine Unit 
and DSWT rangers in helicopter safety 
and deployment techniques, which has 
made a huge difference in the efficiency 
of rapid response callouts. From the time 
the Aerial Unit receives a report to being 
airborne with the Canine team is under 
15 minutes.  Overall the major benefit of 
the new helicopter is its ability to lift nearly 
1000kg in passengers/cargo and fuel, 
which equates to putting more boots and 
paws on the ground when following up on 
all illegal activities called in.

Towards the end of the year specialist 
external load gear was ordered to be used 
on the AS350 helicopter, which will enable 
the team to fight fires in the Chyulu Hills; 
fires are becoming increasingly common 
within the Chyulus and quickly become 
uncontrollable; with the helicopter fully 
equipped for such a mission, kilometres of 
forest can be saved as well as the wildlife 
within it.  Such a rig will also be able to 
suspend wildlife and equipment in and 
out of hard-to-access places, allowing the 
helicopter to be as flexible as possible 
in responding to emergency situations.  
Together with this new kit, Andy Payne, 
the DSWT’s helicopter pilot, completed 
a helicopter firefighting and sling load 
training course in Australia during May, 
enabling him to tackle all missions that 
need this kind of support. The DSWT 
helicopters continue to play a vital role in 
protecting habitats and wildlife and their 
ability to land anywhere and respond 
to illegal activities with rapid response 
timings or to relocate a rescued elephant 
from the field has proved invaluable.
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On reflection, 2017 has been a difficult year for DSWT’s 
airwing, but full of many positives. In January, we were 
reminded of the dangers of our work when one of our pilots, 
Harry Dyer experienced a near-fatal accident while returning 
from a morning patrol, without going into specifics, which 
can be found in previous reports, the incident has been a 
warning to us all and a lot of good has come out of it. 

Harry’s accident was a massive learning experience for 
everyone at DSWT and as a result we’ve made many 
important improvements to our procedures, from installing 
satellite trackers in all of the aircraft to increasing radio 
check-ins with aircraft and even purchasing flame retardant 
flight suits for all of our pilots. A by-product of this increase 
in safety protocol has been a general improvement in 
operational procedures, which has resulted in better 
communication within the organization and more focused, 
efficient patrols. 

I think one of the most positive things to have come out 
of 2017 was the news – from the Tsavo-Mkomazi Aerial 
Census, which DSWT contributed to and participated 
in – that numbers of elephant, buffalo and giraffe have 
all increased in the Tsavo ecosystem. Buffalo and giraffe 
numbers were up dramatically and elephants, moderately. It 
is so encouraging to know that our efforts, as well as those of 
the other stakeholders in the Tsavo area, have begun to reap 
tangible rewards. Although we have informally observed an 
increase in wildlife in the last few years, it is nice to have 
scientific evidence to back up this claim. 

Unfortunately, this news was overshadowed in the latter 
half of the year by a severe drought that affected wildlife in 
the Southern Sector of Tsavo East. For 3 months, our pilots 
discovered increasing numbers of both elephant and buffalo 
carcasses – victims of starvation. It has since rained, and 
vegetation has been restored across vast swathes of the 
Park, but we are still finding old carcasses regularly. It is 
tragic, and there are man-made factors that played a role in 
the drought, but I am comforted by the fact that in contrast 
to the indiscriminate slaughter of wildlife by poachers, the 
drought claimed only the weakest animals, leaving stronger 
better-adapted individuals to carry the torch.  It is, after all, a 
natural process and sometimes nature knows best. To end 
with a positive, I feel honored to fly over one of the last great 
wildernesses in Africa and am blessed with daily reminders 
of how truly special this place is and why it is so important 
to continue our work. More than this, though, it feels great 
to be witnessing the fruits of our labour, to be seeing remote 
areas of the Park, which had been all but written off to illegal 
activity and virtually denuded of wildlife starting to spring 
back into life.  Many passionate, generous and committed 
people have come together to help this happen, but I am 
one of the few people fortunate enough to see it firsthand.

TSAVO-MKOMAZI ECOSYSTEM AERIAL 
COUNT OF ELEPHANTS, BUFFALOES AND 

GIRAFFES FEBRUARY 2017
The Tsavo-Mkomazi dry season aerial census was carried out 
in February 2017.  In support of this census the DSWT took part 
with 2 of the Trust’s pilots and Supercubs as well as funding 
the aerial fuel needed for these aircraft throughout the count 
period.  The areas covered during the census included: Tsavo 
East, Tsavo West, Chyulu Hills and Mkomazi National Park 
as well as South Kitui National Reserve, while the adjoining 
neighborhoods included Taita, Kulalu and Galana Ranches.  
The objectives of the census were:

● To determine the number and distribution of elephant 
carcasses, and calculate a carcass ratio as the key indicator 
of mortality trend,

● To determine the impact of poaching on the elephant 
population in the Tsavo-Mkomazi ecosystem

● To understand the distribution of elephants in relation to 
distribution of available water

● To map human activities inside and outside the protected 
areas, for example, logging, settlements, farming, and 
charcoal burning,

● To document the distribution and number of livestock, that is, 
cattle, camels, goats and sheep, and donkeys, in relation to 
elephants and other large mammals in the ecosystem

● To interpret the information obtained and deduce sound 
management decisions to guide management of elephants 
and other wildlife in this fragile ecosystem.

In total 9 light-aircraft, 4-seater and 2-seater planes, fitted with 
observer calibrated streamers, were used for the counting 
exercise.   During the census, a total of 12,866 elephants 
were counted; 12,843 in Tsavo Ecosystem and 23 in Mkomazi 
National Park. Overall, the elephant population in Tsavo-
Mkomazi Ecosystem increased by 14.7% over the last three 
years, that is, 2014-2017. This represents an annual increase of 
4.9% over the period.  The population of buffalo counted during 
the census was 8,623, which is about 46% increase compared 
to 5,912 buffalo recorded in the same ecosystem in 2014.  The 
census also indicated that the ecosystem now supports a large 
number of giraffes totaling 4,323 compared to 2,891 giraffes 
counted in 2014 census. Group sizes of up to 80 individuals 
were recorded in 2017. This represents an increase of 49.5%, 
which is a very good result considering the threat giraffes are 
under due to poaching for meat.  The census also established 
that there was an increase in human activities within and around 
the protected areas compared to the situation in the previous 
years. Incidents of charcoal burning are on the rise, as well as 
the number of livestock in the ecosystem, both of which pose a 
threat to wildlife and their habitat.  

FIELD NOTES 
BY DSWT PILOT NEVILLE SHELDRICK
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Year on year it has been a privilege 
to witness the Kibwezi Forest and its 
environs regenerate itself after years 
of unsustainable extraction and illegal 
activities.  Since the DSWT commenced 
management of the forest in 2010 
in partnership with the Kenya Forest 
Service, it has been the Trust’s objective 
to address illegal activities in the whole 
ecosystem simultaneously, inclusive of 
the Chyulu Hills and bordering areas, 
rather than focusing attention on the 
Forest alone. In so doing, operations 
are helping to preserve an important 
dispersal area for migrating animals.  
The rewards of this approach are easy to 
observe both on the ground and from the 
air by the sheer volume of wildlife now 
inhabiting the Forest. Every year wildlife 
numbers increase, both in the Forest 
and in the area of CHNP immediately 
surrounding the Forest. Just a few years 
ago it was rare to spot bushbucks from 
the air and recently one of the DSWT 
pilots spotted 35 during one short flight. 
Tourists to the Forest also now enjoy 
regular sightings of multiple bushbucks 
and other elusive species on the lodge 
grounds, some of them so tame that 
they can be approached to within a few 
metres on foot.

There has also been a significant gradual 
decline of illegal activities, particularly in 
the Forest, over the years, largely thanks 
to the construction of the various phases 
of a 14 strand unshortable fence line, 
which has been funded and maintained 
by the DSWT.  Also, important to note, 
is the significant drop in illegal activities 
following the moratorium imposed by 
the KFS on resource utilization, which 
was implemented in September 2015. 
This decline is due to the fact that a high 
percentage of community members that 
had been allowed to enter the forest to 
graze livestock or extract deadwood, 
were also participating in illegal activities 
once inside the Forest. Another reason 
for the drop in illegal activities within the 
forest is the anti-poaching operations, 
which continue to be carried out by the 
resident DSWT Kenze De-Snaring Team, 

who patrol both inside the Kibwezi Forest 
and increasingly in the Chyulu National 
Park area.  The team made over 100 
arrests in 2017, mostly for illegal grazing, 
which is a significant threat to the future 
sustainability of the area.  In an effort 
to further enhance the capacity of the 
Kenze team, some of the rangers were 
also sponsored to attend KWS training 
at Manyani during the year. This grueling 
training takes place over 3 months and 
instills knowledge, discipline, bush craft 
and survival skills that they take with 
them to apply to their work. In addition to 
this, the team leader was also enrolled in 
a two-day, intensive, first-aid course, the 
knowledge from which he will be able to 
use to train his team members and react 
appropriately to medical emergencies 
in the future. Equipment upgrades 
have also improved the team’s ability to 
perform.  

The DSWT’s extensive fencing project in 
the Kibwezi/Chyulu area is an ongoing 
responsibility for the Trust and during 
2017 several phases were completed 
including a 4.6 kilometer section along a 
sensitive border of the Chyulu Hills where 
there are significant human settlements 
and a burgeoning community, including 
a school at an area called Kikunduku.  
A further 10 km of fence line was also 
constructed on the northern stretch of 
fence along the Chyulu Hills National 
Park Boundary. In some cases (fewer 
than before the fence) elephants do still 
circumnavigate the fence, however, until 
such a time as the fence has reached a 
point where this is no longer the case, 
the DSWT will continue assisting these 
communities whenever possible by 
supporting KWS in pushing elephants 
out of farms and back into protected 
areas with the use of ground teams and 
the DSWT helicopters.  These works take 
the current Kibwezi-Chyulu fenceline to 
73kms.  The newest phase of the fence is 
now in construction following the south-
eastern fence from Kikunduku towards 
the corner of Tsavo West.  This new 
phase will be 25.5kms in length. Natural 
regeneration of the forest has been 

dramatic following the construction of the 
fence lines as well as consistent efforts 
by the Kenze team to root out illegal 
activities. Rehabilitating this important 
habitat has provided a safe place for 
endangered animals to take refuge, 
including a substantially increased 
population of elephants and occasionally, 
visiting rhinos. In addition to these two 
endangered herbivores, a most exciting 
development has been the arrival of a 
pack of African wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) 
to the Forest in October. This is the first 
sighting of wild dogs in the Forest since 
the project’s inception. 

Their sudden presence can likely be 
attributed to an increase in the numbers 
of prey now found within the ecosystem 
as well as a general increase in wildlife 
security. Despite this success in the 
rehabilitation of the habitat, a major 
concern that the DSWT has been 
pursuing is a resolution to reverse the 
excessive commercial extraction of the 
Umani springs water.  This extraction has 
led to the drying up of the wetland below 
the springs and for several years now, the 
environmental flow from these springs 
has been reduced to a small trickle. 
Despite multiple stakeholder meetings, 
which have reached broad consensus 
that the environmental flow must be 
restored, all parties involved have not yet 
settled on a permanent, viable solution.

Other activities that took place during 
2017 included the planting of some 
20,000 indigenous tree seedlings, which 
were raised at the Umani Springs tree 
nursery and planted in degraded areas 
throughout the forest, especially in the 
Kenze, Umani wetland and Manyanga 
areas. DSWT pilots also dropped 
specially made seed bombs from aircraft 
to aid the reforestation of more denuded 
areas.

A crew of 6 casual staff is responsible 
for maintenance of around 50km of 
roads within the Forest, with their work 
including slashing, filling potholes, 
leveling and, when necessary, adding 

Saving Habitats
KIBWEZI FOREST 
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murram to washed out roads. Very rough roads through lava 
fields are also being periodically covered in chipped wood from 
the stockades to smooth them out.  Some stretches of road, 
which degrade rapidly in the wet season, have been improved 
with cemented stone tracks to assist vehicle traction and 
prevent cars from slipping or getting stuck.  Many kilometres 
of firebreaks protecting the Kibwezi Forest from the spread of 
bush fires have also been maintained during the year whilst 
the DSWT also committed 40 laborers, hired from the local 
community, to fight fires in the Chyulu Hills in the height of the 
dry season. Efforts were seen as successful, however some 
of the fires took much longer to put out than expected due to 
wide areas of broken lava that allowed fires to smolder under 
the surface for many metres before re-emerging elsewhere. In 
order to improve firefighting abilities in the future, the DSWT is 
equipping its ground teams with new firefighting equipment to 
assist in putting out blazes. 

The DSWT funded the drilling of a new borehole at the Kenze 
area, which is now easing pressure on Umani springs by ensuring 
there is adequate water for wildlife elsewhere. Likewise, the 
Kenze waterhole now provides an alternative to several man-
made water points outside of the protected area, which attract 
elephants into community areas and exacerbate HWC.  Works 
are also now in place to install a pipeline from the borehole to 
the top of Kenze Hill where the water will be stored in sunken 
holding tanks before being gravity fed by further piping to the 
Kenze Camp as well as to dedicated waterholes and troughs 
for wildlife.  The borehole will simultaneously serve an important 
function by providing water for firefighting exercises, especially 
with the helicopter that will require a nearby, unobstructed water 
source from which to scoop water with the Bambi Bucket.

Carbon Credits Program REDD+
The Chyulu Hills comprises of a young volcanic field that 
stretches for around a hundred kilometres, encompassing 
hundreds of small cones and flows, that at their peak rise to 
2000 metres.  Warm, moist air moving inland from the coast is 
pushed up the side of the southeast end of the Chyulus cooling 
and condensing as it reaches the crests of mountain ridges 
where it forms patches of thick forest, making the Chyulus 
highly efficient at capturing water. The porous, volcanic hills 
suck up precipitation like a giant sponge, with water percolating 
into a reservoir from which water works its way out along the 
interface between the volcanics and the underlying basement, 
emerging as springs at the tips of lava tongues that filled river 
valleys in the old land surface. These springs are clustered in 
the north and at Mzima, thanks to the slopes of the underlying 
basement geology. From these sources, water is provided for 
over a million residents in Kenya’s port city of Mombasa and 
to thousands of inhabitants in the surrounding communities, 
who depend on both springs and ground water that is extracted 
through boreholes and wells. These majestic hills also link the 
Tsavo and Amboseli ecosystems, providing an important wildlife 
dispersal area for both elephants and numerous plains game, 
along with a rich biodiversity of plants and animals are found in 
forests both in the hills and around Umani Springs. 

A few years ago, the DSWT entered into a collaborative project 

with other stakeholders and landowners in the surrounding 
landscape to begin the process of validating and verifying 
(through the Verified Carbon Standards) the avoided emissions 
resulting from independent efforts in the Chyulus.  As a result 
of a lot of hard work by all of the partners, this project will soon 
benefit from the sale of 2 million carbon credits, verified this year. 
These credits were generated over the space of three years 
between 2013 and 2016 and represent the avoided emissions 
of 2 million tons of carbon made possible by the efforts of all 
the partners involved in this project. The amount is calculated 
by using a combination of historical satellite imagery as well 
as measuring actual carbon stocks on sample plots across the 
landscape. Revenue generated from the sale of credits will be 
re-invested into community conservation efforts, and support the 
work already being done by DSWT and partner organisations 
to protect this vital watershed and biodiversity hotspot.  This 
will give the DSWT and all involved an opportunity to enhance 
protection of this enormous carbon stock and generate further 
credits for sale in another year’s time. The first, small sale 
has been completed to Tiffany & Co and the project office is 
in discussions with another interested buyer for a much larger 
amount.

The project is completely led and managed by the local 
landowners, including Maasai communities, NGO partners 
and also the Kenya Wildlife Service and Kenya Forest Service. 
It aims to shift dependence of communities away from the 
unsustainable use of forest products and philanthropic grant 
money, towards a more sustainable development model.

PROJECT AMU & WITU FOREST
Amu Ranch is where the DSWT supports the Lamu Conservation 
Trust in protecting over 60,000 acres of pristine coastal habitat.  
Through this partnership support is also extended through 
security and surveillance operations to neighboring ranches 
and the Witu Forest, where the DSWT continues to partner and 
work alongside the Pandanguo Boni Community as well as the 
Witu Forest & Witu Livestock Cooperative.

There has been an excellent working relationship between the 
DSWT/LCT teams in Lamu and all the relevant Government 
Institutions, Police and Security forces as well as the KWS 
and the KFS. Through these working partnerships the KWS 
has attached a section of 9 rangers at Amu in support of the 
rangers and anti-poaching operations taking place there, whilst 
the KWS teams also often patrol with the Witu rangers. 

The biggest challenge the Lamu teams have faced, and 
continue to face, is poaching for bushmeat. Although cases have 
declined due to persistent patrols, there are still isolated cases; 
during 2017 the ranger teams arrested a total of 13 offenders 
for bushmeat poaching whilst recovering 76kg of bushmeat as 
well as bushbuck skins and 2 python skins. The challenge of 
encroachment has demanded 24 hr surveillance around the 
ranch’s boundaries and whilst the teams have managed to stop 
further encroachment.  Thankfully logging, which was once 
rife, has been minimized completely on Amu with zero cases 
of illegal logging recorded in 2017. However more security is 
needed for Witu as cases are still being recorded within the 
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forest. The tapping of doum palm trees for wine has also been 
a great challenge. This traditional method sees tappers extract 
juice from the tip of doum tree canopy to make local wine, but 
when this is done to a tree, ultimately the tree dies. Ground 
teams have conducted persistent patrols to fight against this 
practice with a total of 23 wine tappers being arrested and 
handed over to police. 

What has been evident is the severity of the persistent droughts 
that have been afflicting the region. During the year many dried 
up waterholes were seen with the dried up remains of dozens of 
hippos and buffaloes that had become trapped in mud as the last 
drops of moisture evaporated. Very little grass also remained 
during these periods. Mwalimu Baddi, from LCT, explained 
that around 160 hippos died of thirst or starvation during 2017, 
many of which drank seawater in the mangroves out of pure 
desperation. In an effort to reduce the effects of drought in 
the ecosystem, the DSWT drilled two new boreholes on Amu 
Ranch during the year to support the wildlife during periods of 
drought.  This project was carried out by Drillcon and included 
the mobilisation & demobilisation of materials from Nairobi to 
Lamu, borehole drilling and installation of pumps. These two 
boreholes are now in operation, successfully supplying water 
and creating much needed watering holes for the threatened 
wildlife on Amu. Two small herds of elephants came to drink 
from the Malambuni water pan during the severe drought 
period, whilst the water also served the ranch’s lion population 
which has been stable and is often sighted. Other predators that 
have been occasionally sighted around these watering points 
include cheetahs, leopards and wild dogs.

The DSWT had also funded a third borehole at Farouk’s Camp 
and although it is in top working condition, it sadly turned out 
to be too saline for domestic use, although the water is perfect 
for wildlife.  To ensure this borehole was still fully utilised, the 
DSWT purchased and installed a submersible pump to pump 
water via an installed pipeline to a dry water pan approximately 
1.6kms away in an area which is highly populated with wildlife.

The bandas at Farouk’s Camp were refurbished during 2017 
whilst new construction on Amu included a wooden stockade for 
the team’s animal orphans, a new visitors’ toilet, a guard’s post 
as well as a new staff kitchen and dining hall. Construction of the 
manager’s house began in November and is ongoing. A fence 
for the tree nursery at the camp was also refurbished. The teams 
also worked hard to maintain over 230kms of boundary roads 
and security and access tracks. The tree nursery continues to 
thrive with approximately 10,000 seedlings of various species 
of indigenous trees currently being nurtured. During the year 
3,450 seedlings were planted back into the bush to regenerate 
devastated areas, while 1,800 seedlings were planted in various 
neighboring schools. 

PEREGRINE CONSERVATION AREA
The Peregrine Conservation Area was established in 1997 
when the DSWT commenced its field operations in Tsavo and 
constructed the Kaluku HQ.  Since this time the DSWT has 
purchased land when it has become available to protect the 
wildlife in the area and act as an important security buffer zone 
for two segments of Tsavo’s boundaries.  Through this initiative 
the DSWT is protecting some 4,000 acres of land in the area, 
which is having an untold effect on the ecosystem with wildlife 
numbers increasing. Warthogs and zebras were sighted for the 
first-time last year having not been seen in many years, whilst 
elephants are now regulars all year round and even during 
daylight hours; in years past elephants would never appear in 
the daytime, only choosing to move around at night out of fear 
of bordering communities and human movement.

THE MWALUNGANJE ELEPHANT 
SANCTUARY 

Unlike the unpredictable and volatile political situation in Kenya 
in the last year including a distinct lack of international tourism 
for the country, the last twelve months have shown remarkable 
stability as far as the Mwaluganje Elephant Sanctuary is 
concerned. This has been possible due to several important 
factors including a successful template for land utilization 
in cooperation with local communities.  This scheme sees 
community owned land, owned by mainly subsistence farmers, 
allocated solely for conservation use. It is remarkable that 
although most of these subsistence farmers live below the 
poverty line, they are willing to give up the use of their land 
in order for wildlife can thrive; to encourage their commitment 
members do receive compensation with a small annual 
payment, but certainly not to the tune of the value of their land.  

Other factors owing to the Sanctuary’s success over the 
years includes support and assistance from the KWS.   KWS 
Kwale (Shimba Hills National Reserve) do a remarkable job of 
ensuring ultimate security within the Shimba Hills ecosystem, 
which encompasses the Mwaluganje Elephant Sanctuary. 
Although severely constrained by budgetary limitations, they 
currently provide a full-time security patrol within the sanctuary, 
working very closely with the sanctuary personnel rangers. The 
result is these patrols is that there has not been a report of a 
single elephant lost to poaching in the whole Shimba ecosystem 
during 2017. KWS also manage and maintain the electric fence, 
which acts to keep elephant populations safe by keeping 
within the protected boundaries, which mostly surrounds the 
sanctuary. The overall result is that the evidence, including 
elephant calf numbers, suggests elephant numbers may indeed 
be increasing within the Shimba ecosystem.
 
Fortunately, in comparison to many drought-stricken areas in 
Kenya, rain fell over a slightly longer period, relieving the area of 
any potentially drought related distress, although it did negatively 
impact the infrastructure of the area, washing away some roads 
or making them impassable, although the effects could have 
been worse which is in no small part due to the Mwaluganje 
having a permanent river running through the middle of the 
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sanctuary which acts to remove excess 
water. All in all, the sanctuary is more or 
less a ‘self-contained ecosystem’, perfect 
to let mother nature look after it.
 
The DSWT is almost solely responsible 
ensuring that funding is available for 
compensating the land owners and 
providing salaries for the sanctuary 
rangers and scouts, as it is now well 
established that the management of 
wildlife and its habitat cannot rely on 
tourism alone for funding. In good 
times, it is the icing on the cake, but 
in bad times, which have sadly been a 
constant for several years now, donor 
funding is the only way ecosystems like 
the Mwaluganje can continue to exist, 
without it the wildlife would have been 
killed or chased away, whilst the land 
would have been used for farming or 
construction and Human-Wildlife Conflict 
would be rife.
 
Due to the assistance that the DSWT 
has given the Mwaluganje Elephant 
Sanctuary over several years now, the 
local land owners, board of directors 
and KWS, nominated a chair for the 
Trust on the board of the MES, which 
was gratefully received.  The Trust 
looks forward to growing this healthy 
partnership and continuing to witness the 
revival of this beautiful ecosystem and be 
part of the protection of its future. 

THE MARA CONSERVANCY
The DSWT began funding the Mara 
Conservancy in 2016, whilst previously 
the Trust had already donated a 4WD 
vehicle to the cause.  This funding is 
invaluable in ensuring the conservancy 
continues their operations, whilst 
ensuring they maintain security and 
anti-poaching initiatives within the Mara 
Triangle and areas of operation in the 
Northern Serengeti. Funds donated by 
the DSWT also go towards an incentive 
program for the conservancy’s security 
staff and towards the maintenance and 
logistics of vehicles.

During the year there were 56 tourist camps 
in northern Serengeti, which is an increase 
from 45 in 2016 and zero ten years ago. 
There is absolutely no doubt that the 
work done by the Mara Conservancy, 
in collaboration with Tanzania National 

Parks (TANAPA) and with support from 
the DSWT, has been the major factor in 
securing this area for tourism.

TANAPA have been increasingly active 
in de-snaring this year and deployed 
a dedicated de-snaring unit funded by 
the tourism operators in the Serengeti, 
whilst the Mara Conservancy rangers are 
responsible for nearly all arrests made 
in the ecosystem. Without the DSWT 
vehicle and financial support, the teams 
would not have been able to achieve the 
results they have, whilst thermal imaging 
cameras, donated by the DSWT, have 
also contributed greatly to the teams’ 
success, as most of the poachers are 
arrested at night when these cameras 
have proved invaluable.
Several hundred poachers were arrested 
during the year including mostly bushmeat 
poachers, whilst the rangers recovered 
thousands of wire snares in addition 
to over 10,000 snares collected by the 
Tanzanian rangers. Over 100 wildebeest 
and a number of other species were also 
rescued from snares.  Of all the arrests 
made during the year, only a handful 
were made in Kenya, the remainder 
were all arrested in the Lemai Wedge 
and northern Serengeti. The migration 
during 2017 was very short with most 
of the wildebeest leaving the area at the 
beginning of September, the numbers 
of animals killed by poaching would 
have been far higher if the wildebeest 
had remained longer.  The poaching 
during this period was concentrated 
along the escarpment in the Lemai 
Wedge, where snares were often set 
by people grazing their cattle illegally in 
the Serengeti, or across the Mara River.  

Within this habitat poaching gangs have 
moved away from using snares instead 
concentrating on driving wildebeest into 
deep water courses, where the animals 
become trapped and the poachers slash 
their spines with machetes.

The Mara teams have focused efforts 
during the year on deterring the poaching 
of hippo, Thompson’s gazelle and 
warthog. There are large sections of the 
Mara River in the Northern Serengeti 
that have been completely cleared of 
hippo, with groups of poachers entering 
the Mara every year to hunt them.  The 
poachers also hunt gazelle on dark 
nights and organise themselves, coming 
in large groups of 50 men strong.  The 
teams have managed to catch many of 
these offenders whilst they were hunting 
or as they returned usually carrying two 
gazelle each. These are just a number of 
the poaching atrocities and challenges 
the Mara Conservancy team are facing, 
whilst wildlife veterinary support in 
conjunction with the DSWT/KWS Mara 
Vet Unit is ongoing.
   

KIMANA SANCTUARY & 
KIMANA CORRIDOR 

With the expansion of human settlement 
on the land surrounding Amboseli 
National Park it has become increasingly 
difficult for wildlife, particularly elephants, 
to traverse their historical migratory 
routes. The elephants have moved 
seasonally from Amboseli through to the 
Chyulu Hills and into Tsavo West National 
Park following this route for millennia, 
but now, with the ever increasing human 
footprint their rangelands are under 
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threat. DSWT has partnered with Big Life to put solutions in 
place in this area to safeguard what remains of this vital corridor.  
We are now funding the Kimana Springs Conservation Corridor, 
and towards the end of 2017 we have taken up the commitment 
to fund the lease fees for the Kimana Sanctuary while Big Life 
provides the security rangers and patrolling necessary to keep 
both these areas safe. The lease payments made to the Masai 
Community by DSWT secures land for wildlife movement and 
habitat protection whilst ensuring substantial benefits to the 
Maasai community members at a direct household level.

The Kimana Sanctuary comprises of 6,000 acres adjacent 
to the Kimana Swamps, and incorporates beautiful groves of 
yellow fever acacia trees.  With the Kimana Corridor leading 
into this Sanctuary and onto the Chyulu Hills group ranches 
and the National Park beyond, securing this land managing it 
effectively has now become more important than ever.  Nestling 
in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro,  and home to some of 
Amboseli’s famous elephant herds along with large numbers 
of other wildlife, Kimana Sanctuary is now secured for wildlife 
for a further 21 years.  DSWT in partnership with Big Life is 
committed to securing and protecting these vital patches before 
they are lost forever.

MOUNT KENYA TRUST
In recent years the DSWT has been supporting the Mount Kenya 
region, a vitally important water tower providing ecosystem 
services to millions of people in Kenya, Mount Kenya can be 
viewed as the heart and lungs of the country.  Established in 
2000, The Mount Kenya Trust was set up to help protect and 
restore the integrity of the forests and wildlife of Mount Kenya by 
partnering with government agencies, communities and other 

stakeholder organisations in the region.  The DSWT began 
its support of Mount Kenya by donating a new patrol vehicle 
for the Mount Kenya Trust’s anti-poaching teams.  In 2017 
the DSWT funded an additional de-snaring  team to tackle the 
illegal activities going on within the Mount Kenya region, funding 
salaries, rations, fuel and basic equipment.  

SUPPORT FOR OUR KWS PARTNERS
The Trust is partnered uniquely with the Kenya Wildlife Service, 
and we look to give significant support to their efforts over and 
above the many projects we operate in partnership with them,  
given that they are the custodians of Kenya’s National Parks 
and wildlife.  Because David Sheldrick was the founder warden 
of Tsavo back in the 1940’s, and carving out this National Park 
from virgin bush was his life’s work until his untimely death in 
1977, much of our focus is concentrated in the giant Tsavo 
Conservation Area.  That said in recent years our support for 
KWS has extended much further afield now incorporating the 
beautiful picturesque Meru and Amboseli National Parks as 
well.  

VEHICLE DONATIONS TO KWS 

In an effort to contribute towards the protection of wildlife and 
its habitat within Kenya the DSWT has continued to donate new 
customised 4WD’s to the Kenya Wildlife Service earmarked 
for use by anti-poaching and security personnel.  2 new Land 
Cruisers were donated in July of 2017 including one for the 
northern area of Tsavo East and one for the southern area of 
Tsavo East.  The Trust also rebuilt a Land Rover for the Chyulu 
Hills KWS Unit and rebuilt a further 2 Land Cruisers for the KWS 
in Meru National Park. 2018 will also see another 4 customized 
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Land Cruisers donated to the KWS designated for Tsavo East, Tsavo West, Amboseli and Meru National Parks.  In early 2018 a new 
water bowser was donated to KWS to assist through the challenging dry months, providing water for both security rangers based 
in remote areas and wildlife during the dry months.   Towards the end of 2017 DSWT began the rehabilitation commitment towards 
the KWS Veterinary Capture Unit’s vehicles and equipment, ensuring that human-wildlife challenges can be effectively addressed, 
so that elephants and other wildlife found in community areas can be safely and efficiently relocated into the Protected Areas, 
averting a crisis and potential retaliation from communities against wildlife as a result.  With increasing infrastructure and Kenya’s 
fast growing human population wildlife conflict cases are increasing year on year. The DSWT is being proactive in partnering KWS 
in funding effective solutions to this challenge.   
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WINDMILLS AND BOREHOLES IN TSAVO 
CONSERVATION AREA

Several new boreholes have been established in the last year in 
support of the KWS and the Tsavo Conservation Area, working 
as part of a supplemented water for wildlife program.  These 
boreholes are funded and maintained by the DSWT.  The 
boreholes financed and serviced by the DSWT are working to 
supply much needed water in 15 areas of the TCA:

● Ndii Ndaza – Northern Area Tsavo East NP
● Ndara borehole – south of Voi River, southern sector of 

Tsavo East NP
● Voi borehole – Near KWS Park HQs in Tsavo East NP
● Aruba borehole – Southern sector of Tsavo East NP
● Ithumba borehole – Ithumba zone of Tsavo East NP
● Kamboyo borehole – Tsavo West NP
● Kanderi borehole – along the Voi River course in Tsavo East 

NP
● Tiva borehole – along the Tiva River in Northern Area of 

Tsavo East NP
● Ithumba stockades borehole – next to Ithumba Mountain, 

Tsavo East NP
● Didea borehole – Ndara plains southern sector of Tsavo 

East NP
● Dida Harea borehole – Southern sector of Tsavo
● Kone borehole – Eastern boundary of Tsavo East NP
● Taita Hills Sanctuary borehole – Taita Hills Wildlife Sanctuary
● Wangala borehole – Southern Tsavo East
● Kenze borehole – Kibwezi Forest Reserve

TSAVO FENCELINES
Electified fencelines are a huge financial commitment, 
which includes not just the construction of the fences but the 
maintenance as well.  The DSWT has financed the development 
and on-going monitoring and maintenance of over 180 km of 
electric fencelines in the TCA, so as to support the KWS in 
mitigating human-wildlife conflict and deter illegal activities in 
protected areas.  The Trust also employs 55 full time fence 

maintenance/monitoring staff, most of whom are employed from 
local communities.  
These fencelines include:

● Northern Tsavo East fenceline:  63 km elephant proof 
electrified fence

● Voi – Maungu fenceline: 17 km unshortable 14 strand 
electrified fence

● Kibwezi – Chyulu fenceline: 73 km unshortable 14 strand  
electrified fence plus 25.5 km (Kikunduku to Mtito Andei, a 
further 25 km is to be constructed in 2018)

● Ndii Ndaza fenceline: 1km unshortable electrified 14 strand 
security fence

● VOI KWS HQ fenceline: 1km electrified elephant proof 
fence.

● Meru Rhino Sanctuary fenceline:  25 km short porcupine 
electrical fence.

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 
SUPPORT FOR KWS   

Significant construction and maintenance works have been 
done in support of the KWS over the years not limited to the 
following: 

● Rebuilt warden house, KWS Mess at Ithumba.
● Rebuilt the Ithumba HQ workshop and rehabilitated the 

power system.
● Donated the Ithumba HQ generator and desalination plant.
● Rebuilt the KWS TCA bulldozer.
● Rebuilt the Ithumba bus. 
● Rehabilitated KWS Vet Dr Poghon’s house in Voi.
● Road Construction for access over the Yatta from Tsavo 

safari camp. 
● Refurbished all the KWS water tanks and water catchments 

at Ithumba and rebuilt 2 new ones.
● Rebuilt Ndii Ndaza KWS security camp providing tents and 

electrically fencing 1km
● Replaced the original water pump for KWS at Voi staff 

quarters
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During 2017 the KWS approached the 
DSWT seeking support for Meru National 
Park and its resident rhino population.  
In answer to the KWS’s request the 
Trust is funding the replacement of the 
existing fence as well as the installation 
of a further 25 kilometres of electric 
fencing, including the construction of 
wildlife corridors, power houses and 
infrastructure. This is a huge project for 
the Trust to embark on, but one which is 
vitally important for both Meru’s rhinos 
and Kenya’s rhino populations as a 
whole.   Whilst Meru’s rhino sanctuary 
has seen great success with minimal 

MERU RHINO SANCTUARY

poaching incidents recorded, an 
increasing threat to the rhino population 
is inadequate habitat, which is a danger 
to growing rhino populations countrywide.  
Figures from KWS indicate that Kenya 
has approximately 650 black and 400 
white rhinos throughout the country 
under heavy surveillance in dedicated 
sanctuaries and Parks.  Sanctuaries 
are pivotal to Kenya’s long-term goal of 
achieving a meta-population of 2,000 
black rhinos in the wild. Meru National 
Park which is a strategic park for present 
and future wildlife conservation in the 
country, is well positioned to harbour one 

of the largest rhino sanctuaries in Kenya 
given its suitable habitat and potential for 
expansion. According to current surveys 
of the rhino population in the Park, the 
Meru Rhino Sanctuary hosts 61 white 
and 28 black rhinos.

Kenya has the third largest rhino 
population on the African continent 
after South Africa and Namibia, and has 
over the years been implementing a 
largely successful strategy of using well-
established sanctuary populations as 
highly secured ‘breeding banks’ to create 
additional secure sanctuaries and to 
restock former range areas. This strategy 
has enabled the KWS to increase the 
country’s rhino population from a low of 
300 individuals in 1989 to a total tally 
(black and white rhinos) of 1,149 at the 
end of 2016.

Expanding suitable habitat is critical 
to protecting and increasing healthy 
rhino populations in Kenya.  With the 
population increase in Meru there isn’t the 
required space to safely accommodate 
the numbers currently residing in the 
park, which is evidenced by increased 
incidents of territorial fights as well as 
growing outbreaks of aggressive skin 
infections called filarial wounds, which 
are attributed to high concentrations of 
rhinos in moist grasslands.  It is for these 
reasons that the KWS in partnership 
with the DSWT is now expanding Meru 
Rhino Sanctuary from 48 km2 to 83.5 
km2.  Managed successfully, Meru Rhino 
Sanctuary has the potential to harbor one 
of the largest rhino populations in Kenya 
due to the suitability of the habitat and 
the space and potential for growth.  In the 
future, this sanctuary can then serve as 
a donor to repopulate other areas where 
rhinos have been eradicated by poaching 
and other causes.

After works have been completed on 
the extension of the sanctuary including 
all fencing, energizer houses and 
infrastructure, the DSWT will continue 
this partnership with Meru, in fencing 
the peripheral boundaries of the Park 
where pressure from community areas 
is causing the most conflict and creating 
the biggest threat to the future of the 
ecosystem.
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Conservation education plays an important role in the protection 
of wildlife and the DSWT reaches out and engages schools and 
communities through a number of projects, which the DSWT 
Community Outreach Team carry out throughout the Tsavo 
Conservation Area.

One of these initiatives includes taking school children on field 
trips to Tsavo East and West National Parks in the dedicated 
DSWT community bus. During the year over 726 school children 
and their teachers from the local communities bordering the 
protected areas received the opportunity to visit the Parks. Both 
Tsavo East and Tsavo West are home to a magnificent host 
of wild species and are great environments for both primary 
and secondary school students to learn about wildlife and 
conservation. Each field trip starts at 6:00am when students are 
collected from their schools and taken first to one of the KWS’s 
information centres in Tsavo East or West where they are 
introduced to the status of wildlife in Kenya and the features of 
both the parks in Tsavo. From the information centre, students 

Communities & Education

are then guided by the DSWT team to the key areas of interest in 
the parks, where the Shetani lava flow, Chaimu hills and Mzima 
Springs offer a host of history and information in Tsavo West, 
whilst in Tsavo East, Mudanda Rock and the Lugards fall on the 
Galana River are focus points including the study of everything 
in between, allowing the children to experience what the parks 
have to offer, whilst being educated about the importance of 
conserving their natural heritage and how they can get involved.  

Educational wildlife films are also used by the DSWT Community 
Team to teach schools and communities more about their wildlife 
and the challenges facing the country’s natural environments. 
During 2017, the DSWT hosted 15 wildlife film shows in 
communities bordering the parks, attracting over 3000 audience 
members. These films, which are produced in the local Swahili 
language, highlight poaching and habitat destruction as some 
of the major threats to wildlife in Kenya whilst touching on many 
other environmental subjects.

27,000 school children visited the DSWT Nursery in 2017
726 school children enjoyed DSWT field trips within Tsavo in 2017

A total of 598 school desks donated
A total of 6,749 tree seedlings donated to communities 
131 Beehives on fences protecting community farms

10 Radio programs conducted in 2017
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The DSWT, working together with 
the KWS and other environmental 
conservation stakeholders in the Tsavo 
Conservation Area, marked the 2017 
World Environmental Day on the 5th June 
2017 by collecting litter and clearing up 
the Voi-Mtito Andei highway that runs 
between Tsavo East and West National 
Parks. This year’s event with a theme 
of “connecting people with nature” was 
hosted jointly by KWS and DSWT bringing 
together over 300 individuals including 
100 school children who participated in 
a whole day of litter collection along the 
highway. This theme was aimed at urging 
individuals to get outdoors and into nature, 
to appreciate its beauty and to think about 
how we all depend on it.  Areas of the 
Mombasa highway that are inside the 
Park are under intense threat of littering 
from the thousands of travelers who move 
between Mombasa and Nairobi daily. 
The team managed to collect 2 tons of 
litter ranging from plastic bottles to glass, 
polythene bags and tyres.

TSAVO RADIO OUTREACH
This year the DSWT funded a number 
of vernacular radio programs on local 
networks focusing on the issues of 
human-wildlife conflict, including a show 
led by KWS Community Warden of Tsavo 
East, Peter Muthusi.  Conservation 
education and community outreach 
programs are instrumental in soliciting 
support and good will from communities 
living in wildlife areas. It is estimated that 
the TCA is home to over 2 million people 
(Kenya National Census, 2009), and to 
reach out to this population, the DSWT 
took part in these programs in a fun and 
informative way, creating an avenue 
to communicate to the rural masses a 
message of conservation.

These programs were aired for an 
hour each Sunday on three vernacular 
stations. These live broadcasts consisted 
of a 30-minute interview with a member 
of DSWT staff followed by another 30 
minutes of an interactive session between 
the DSWT staff member and listeners. 
Suggestions gleaned from community 
callers during these radio programs are 
being used to restructure the DSWT’s 
community outreach projects to help 
meet the needs of the local communities.

TREE NURSERIES 
The Trust’s Tree Nursery Program 
provides thousands of tree saplings 
to communities every year, helping 
replenish forests and teaching people 
about the importance of nature and 
forested areas. Tree programs have also 
been created at many schools within 
the TCA, where the DSWT has donated 
over 300 seedlings of various indigenous 
species in the past year, to schools.  After 
the April/May rains, the DSWT donated 
and helped in planting 250 neem 
seedlings from the Kaluku HQ nursery to 
schools in the Mtito area. Like in the past, 
the DSWT helped schools in planting 
trees in their compound and through this, 
the DSWT rewards the schools which 
best take care of the trees. Each student, 
who is a member of the Wildlife Clubs of 
Kenya, who succeeds in taking care of 
a tree, is offered a fully sponsored game 
drive amongst other rewards.

These nurseries have been established 
at the DSWT’s Kaluku HQ in Tsavo 
East as well as at Umani Springs in the 
Kibwezi Forest, whilst there is a thriving 
tree nursery at Amu Ranch in Lamu 
District where the Trust’s Saving Habitat’s 
program is located.  

ELEPHANT BEEHIVE 
FENCE

As elephants continue to be squeezed 
into smaller areas and cut off from their 
migratory corridors, cases of human-
elephant conflict are on the rise. During 
the dry periods in 2017, the Tsavo 
ecosystem experienced frequent 
human-elephant conflict resulting in 
loss of human life on two occasions.  
By erecting beehive fences around 
farms bordering Tsavo East National 
Park within the greater Mtito-Andei 
community, the DSWT has remarkably 
reduced incidents of elephants raiding 
or straying into community farms.  In 
January 2017, the DSWT erected a new 
beehive fence covering a length of 0.6km 
in Kyusyani village and then again at the 
end of the year the team established 
about 0.5km including an additional 25 
hives bringing the total of the DSWT’s 
beehive fence to over 3.5km.  Along this 
fenceline there are 131 hives. The last 

honey harvest that took place reaped the 
rewards of several hundred jars of honey, 
whilst also preventing further elephant 
encroachment into the farms involved in 
the project; the next harvest is expected 
again in early 2018, which will yield an 
even greater harvest of honey. 
 

LUCI LIGHTS
The DSWT, in partnership with ‘A New 
Course’ and ‘MPOWERD’, has been 
providing a cost-saving, healthier 
alternative for kerosene lamps to women 
bordering the Tsavo Conservation 
Area.  Through this project the DSWT 
Community Outreach Team is distributing 
inflatable, solar lamps, called Luci Lights, 
to women’s groups who then resell the 
lamps to women in their communities. 
The women purchase the lamps over 
the course of 6 months, making monthly 
payments that are designed to be less 
than the cost of kerosene used in their 
existing lamps. Once the lamps are 
paid off, the women own them, and the 
women’s group can use the proceeds 
from their sale to fund the next savings 
initiative. The project was initiated in 
2016 with the first two groups, and since 
then a further 5 groups have benefitted. 
The savings might seem meager – just 
a few dollars a month in some cases, 
however, when compared to the average 
monthly income of the families involved, 
the savings are quite significant. In 
32 households surveyed, kerosene 
accounted for 10% of their household 
income on average. 

The popularity of the project is probably 
best observed by driving through the 
community in the early evening, when 
it seems that every house has a LUCI 
light hanging outside. The team has only 
served a small handful of villages so far 
but hope to expand this effort through 
communities in many more areas that 
border protected areas in Tsavo. Every 
relationship that the Trust can develop 
with people in these sensitive areas is 
another person that can be reached with 
a pro-conservation message and another 
person that can provide potentially 
valuable information to help in the fight 
against poaching. 
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ECO-LODGES & TOURISM
ITHUMBA HILL CAMP
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ECO-LODGES & TOURISM
ITHUMBA CAMP
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ECO-LODGES & TOURISM
ITHUMBA PRIVATE
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ECO-LODGES & TOURISM
UMANI SPRINGS
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ECO-LODGES & TOURISM
GALDESSA CAMP
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Situated within key wilderness areas, the DSWT’s eco-lodges afford the opportunity to showcase the rugged beauty and unique 
ecosystems the DSWT works within.  Managed as a not-for-profit initiative, a commitment to conservation and giving back is central 
to the ethos of our eco-lodges, with all proceeds reinvested into the DSWT’s conservation projects including; the provision of water 
for wildlife, veterinary support, aerial surveillance, anti-poaching and erection of fencelines to protect fragile ecosystems, as well as 
direct support to KWS through vehicle and equipment donations. Enabling guests to support the preservation of the diverse habitats 
and wildlife in the area, a stay allows for a total immersion and understanding of the landscapes that inspired our mission to protect, 
preserve and conserve Kenya’s wildlife.

The DSWT now operates 3 camps at Ithumba all offering special access to the Ithumba orphans and the wilderness of northern 
Tsavo East. 2016 saw the grand opening of Ithumba Private, an annex to Ithumba Hill, which offers vast views over Tsavo stretching 
out towards the peaks of Mount Kilimanjaro. The original Ithumba Camp continues to be a much-loved destination for residents and 
overseas guests alike, whilst Ithumba Hill and Ithumba Private now offer increased luxury, both with a pool, and both fast becoming 
popular choices for the discerning traveller.  

The Umani Springs lodge is a very successful addition to the Kibwezi Forest, which continues to attract many visitors every month 
who come to enjoy the greater Kibwezi-Chyulu Hills ecosystem as well as the resident elephant orphans. 

Galdessa Camp has been recently added to the Trust’s portfolio of stunning properties.  Galdessa is situated on the Galana River 
in Tsavo East and offers optimum wildlife viewing opportunities in a beautifully tranquil yet easily accessible area of the Park. After 
an ambitious rebuild and refurbishment Galdessa with reopen in July 2018.

 
A MISSION TO PROTECT, PRESERVE AND CONSERVE

Eco-Lodges & Tourism
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Elephants & Ivory Trade
2017 UPDATE

Taking 2017 as a whole, it would be 
plausible to believe Africa’s elephants 
are in better place than they have been 
for much of the last 10 years.  We have 
seen overall poaching levels fall for a 
fifth consecutive year, the value of ivory 
in China has dropped by almost two 
thirds in three years and on the last 
day of 2017, China’s ban on domestic 
ivory sales came into effect.  These are 
positives for the species and the result 
of sustained efforts by individuals, NGOs 
and ‘eyes-opened’ politicians to seek 
greater protection for elephants through 
enhanced legislation, ivory demand 
reduction programs, investment in anti-
poaching and improved border security 
to tackle ivory smuggling.

This is however certainly not the time 
for celebration or to believe our fight to 
secure a future for elephants is over, it 
likely never will be. Expanding human 
populations continue to reduce the 
space available to elephants and with 
that elephants and people are coming 
into ever increasing contact, which all too 
often means conflict and consequence. 
It is also the case that while elephant 
poaching has fallen in some areas, 
such as Kenya, it continues unabated 
in others, including Central Africa. We 
would do well not to forget that we are 
still estimating the loss of 55 elephants 
a day to poaching, more than 20,000 
a year from a population that will now 
number less than 400,000 individuals. 

Arguably what we have now, and must 
maintain, is positive momentum for 
elephants, which was demonstrated in 
2017 in China’s closure of its retail ivory 
market and carving factories, researched 

evidence presented by the late Esmond 
Martin and Lucy Vigne of the continued 
fall in the value of ivory, Singapore’s 
pledge to ban ivory sales and Hong 
Kong’s commitment to close its ivory 
market by 2021 – as while the timescale 
for the latter is extremely disappointing, 
the fact it will happen is encouraging 
given Hong Kong’s position as one of the 
largest ivory hubs in the world.

Elsewhere, the UK, once a leader in 
efforts to protect wildlife began the 
year on the back foot, its Government 
still having failed to implement an ivory 
ban, as it had promised since 2010, and 
seemingly removing that pledge. While 
the Government had failed to realise 
it, thankfully for elephants momentum 
had been building for the species and 
new revelations of the UK’s role in the 
ivory trade, significant pressure from the 
public and even from the Government’s 
own cabinet forced it to hold a public 
consultation on a proposed ivory ban.

It was demonstrated in a report by EIA 
that the UK had between 2010 and 
2015 been the largest exporter of legal 
ivory in the world, a legal market that 
is proven to be exploited by criminal 
syndicates laundering illegal ivory from 
poached elephants, and subsequently 
the group Two Million Tusks presented 
its finding from investigations conducted 
into that legal trade, which shone a light 
that could not be dimmed onto just how 
much that legal trade was being abused 
and how open to abuse it was. The UK 
consultation ended in December and 
drew more than 70,000 responses, 88% 
of which were in favour of an ivory ban, 
and while it came in 2018, the UK has 

announced it will introduce an ivory ban 
and we must hope that when we produce 
our next annual newsletter it will be in 
place.

In the United States, which has been at 
the forefront of elephant conservation 
efforts in recent years we saw a somewhat 
confused picture for elephants. In New 
York, a State that in 2014 chose to 
heighten its own protection of elephants, 
beyond the Federal ivory ban, with a 
state ban on ivory sales, we saw the 
destruction of 2 tonnes of ivory, a further 
statement of their belief (and ours) that 
ivory has no value and no purpose 
except when on a living elephant. 

However in the latter part of the year we 
saw the US Administration attempt to 
quietly overturn a ban on the import of 
elephant trophies (body parts, including 
tusks) from hunts in Zimbabwe and 
Zambia, sending a terrible message to 
the world, both that it was seemingly in 
the interests of elephant conservation 
to generate funds from the killing of 
the species in these countries, and a 
confusing message, given all the efforts 
to limit elephant deaths from poaching. 
The DSWT and others sought to rally our 
supporters in opposition to the decision 
and in the process engaged the voice 
of Ellen De Generes, and the public 
outcry led to the US President putting 
the decision on hold. Sadly, in early 2018 
the ban was lifted to allow the import 
of elephant trophies on a case-by-case 
basis from those countries and efforts 
continue to have it reinstated.
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Tusk and Horn Wildlife Trust
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Vier Pfoten
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CORPORATE
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Online donations can be made directly through the website
WWW.SHELDRICKWILDLIFETRUST.ORG

If you would like to contact the Trust to find out more about a specific issue, to 
make a donation or for any other reason, please use the details below:

KENYA

The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
P.O.Box 15555

Mbagathi, 00503
NAIROBI, KENYA

Email: info@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
Telephone : +254 (0) 202 301 396

        +254 (0) 733 891 996

The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust is a charity registered in the U.K. 
Charity No 1103836.  

Donations to The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust by U.K. taxpayers can be gift 
aided.  A printable Gift Aid Declaration form can be found on the DSWT web-

site www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org 

UK

The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
2nd Floor

3 Bridge Street
Leatherhead, Surrey

KT22 8BL
Telephone: +44 (0) 1372 378 321

Email: infouk@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org

The U.S. Friends of The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust has been recognized by 
the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt ‘Public Charity’ to which contri-
butions, gifts and bequests are deductible for U.S. income, gift and estate taxes.
Checks can be made out to U.S. Friends of The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust

USA

U.S. FRIENDS OF THE DAVID SHELDRICK WILDLIFE TRUST
25283 Cabot Road, Suite 101

Laguna Hills
CA, 92653

Telephone: (949) 305-3785
Email: infous@sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
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P. O. Box 15555 Mbagathi, Nairobi, 00503 Kenya
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Website: www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org


