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Choose your region





We operate a single website, with regions serving tailored fundraising, giving and shopping content. We use your device’s IP address to find the most appropriate region for you to get the most out of our website. If you would like to switch to another region, for content or currency reasons, you can do so at any time.









Global


Our Global region presents an online merchandise store, and fundraising and giving options, appropriate for people living all over the world.



Currency: United States Dollar














US


Our US region presents an online merchandise store, tailored fundraising information, and donation options that are particularly pertinent to people in the United States of America.



Currency: United States Dollar
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UK


Our UK region presents an online merchandise store, tailored fundraising information, and donation options, including Gift Aid, that are specific to people in the United Kingdom.



Currency: British Pound














Europe


Our Europe region is best suited to those living in the Eurozone. All amounts for adoptions, donations, and goods in our online shop (orders shipped from UK) are displayed in Euros.



Currency: Euro

















Please note that all adoptions and wishlist items are processed centrally by the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, irrespective of region. Switching between regions will remove any items in your basket.
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Projects






	


All Projects
Overview of all our field projects



 
	


Aerial Operations
Eyes in the sky 



 
	


Anti-Poaching
Boots on the ground



 
	


Canine Unit
Sniffing out wildlife crime



 
	


Community Outreach
Education and engagement



 
	


Eco Lodges
Stay at our camps



 
	


Orphans' Project
Rescue and rehabilitation



 
	


Saving Habitats
Safeguarding wilderness areas



 
	


Veterinary Units
Helping injured wildlife



 
	


Water for Wildlife
Providing water relief 



 




Sky Vets
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Rapid Response to Help Injured Bull

Read More








	


Adopt an Orphan
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Adopt a Rhino
Foster an rhino for yourself or a loved one
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Adopt an Elephant
Foster an elephant for yourself or a loved one
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All Adoptions
Foster an orphaned animal in our care



 







	


News






	


Latest Updates
All our news in one place



 
	


Annual Newsletters
Our yearly review



 
	


Field Notes by Angela Sheldrick
Personal insights on the Trust and Kenya's wildlife



 
	


Field Reports
Aerial, Vet & De-Snaring updates



 
	


Keepers' Diaries
Daily updates from the Orphans' Project



 
	


Rescues
Orphaned animal rescues



 
	


Wilderness Journal
Articles on wildlife & nature



 




Featured News
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Our 60th known wild-born baby

Meet Gala
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Get Involved
All the ways you can get involved



 
	


Adopt
Adopt an orphan



 
	


Donate
Help fund our projects



 
	


Fundraise for Us
Ways to raise funds for wildlife



 
	


Become a Partner
How businesses can work with us



 
	


Education
Bring elephants into your classroom



 
	


In Honor & In Memory Gifts
Make an in honor / in memory donation



 
	


Our Wish List
In kind gifts that save lives



 
	


Planned Giving
Make a lasting difference with a planned gift



 




An Orphan's Journey
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Being orphaned is just the beginning

Watch now
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Shop to Support
Shopping that gives back



 
	


Our Online Store
Buy Sheldrick Trust merchandise to support the cause



 
	


Art Store
Purchase original watercolors by Angela Sheldrick



 
	


Shop with our Partners
Your purchases generate a contribution to the SWT



 




Featured
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Great Gift Ideas for all Occasions

View Collection
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Social Media Feed
Our social media posts in one place
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Visit Kenya
Visit the Nairobi Nursery and beyond
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About the SWT
An overview of our work



 
	


Featuring Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
Publications featuring our work



 
	


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Answers to common questions



 
	


Gallery
Visual library of our projects



 
	


Global Offices & Contacts
Kenya, UK & USA



 
	


Mission & History
Our origins & mission



 
	


Our Partners
Conservation & corporate friends



 
	


Species we Protect
Wild animals we help conserve



 
	


Visiting the Nairobi Orphanage
When, where and how to visit us



 
	


Where we Work
Ecosystems we protect



 
	


Wildlife Challenges
Threats facing wildlife
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Adopt

Adopt one of our youngest orphans
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Chamboi
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Natibu






Choose to adopt by species
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Elephant
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Rhino
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Giraffe






View all orphans




Donate

Donate
























Take Action







Education, awareness and global action to end the ivory trade





















Elephants have roamed the wild for 15 million years, but today this iconic species face the biggest threats to its’ survival, due to poaching and human-wildlife conflict.

In some African countries, elephants have already been driven to extinction and if left unchecked, we could lose 50% of the remaining elephants in Africa within the next 10 years!

The very existence of elephants across Africa is fundamental in sustaining ecosystems and saving other species from extinction. Saving elephants also means saving lives, preventing poverty and sustaining livelihoods. With communities across Africa depending heavily on elephants for an income through tourism. We will all suffer if we lose elephants. It is down to us to protect them, now and for the future.
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History & about


As a field organisation, we’ve seen the terrible impact of the illegal ivory trade. Recognising the need for greater global awareness of the illegal trade in ivory, which has claimed the lives of up to 35,000 elephants annually, we launched our iworry campaign in 2012. The campaign calls for a ban on all ivory sales.





The campaign is based on the premise that everyone has a stake in conserving elephants and that we must come together if we are to successfully educate and inform people as to the existence of the illegal ivory trade and the devastating toll it is having on elephant populations. We call on governments from around the world to take proactive steps to tackle this illicit trade and save elephants. Since launching the campaign, we have seen a number of significant steps taken by national and state governments, driven by calls from the public for greater protection for elephants and an end to the ivory trade.
Make your own commitment and join the thousands of others that have signed the pledge, to never buy ivory and call upon governments to ban ivory sales.
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The Future


The loss of elephants in the wild, an iconic, intelligent and social species, would not only make the world a lesser place, it would have serious environmental and economic repercussions. Protecting our wildlife and wild places is as much about preserving their way of life as it is our own.

















Timeline
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1978




African elephant is listed as ‘threatened’ due to hunting and poaching.
















1979




An estimated 1.2 million elephants roam across Africa.

















1988




Less than 600,000 elephants remain in Africa.

















1989




	CITES ban the international commercial trade in African elephant ivory by placing species on Appendix I as most-endangered species.
	Kenyan officials burn 12 tons worth of stockpiled ivory.

















1992




	Zambia burns 9.5 tons of seized ivory.
	The UAE burns 12 tons of confiscated ivory.

















1999




CITES approves a one-off sale of 49.4 metric tons of stockpiled ivory from Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe to Japan.

















2008




CITES approves another one-off sale of 102 metric tons of ivory from Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe to China and Japan.
















2012




	Research published in 2014 indicates that 100,000 elephants were killed for their tusks between 2010 and 2012, equivalent to one elephant every 15 minutes.
	30,000 elephants poached in Africa: CITES recognises that elephant poaching has reached ‘unsustainable’ levels.
	Gabon burns nearly 5 tons of ivory.

















2013




	Research study led by Colorado State University, in partnership with STE and KWS, reveals that 100,000 elephants killed for their ivory between 2010 and 2012, equating to 'one elephant killed every 15 minutes'.
	The US government destroys nearly 6 tons of confiscated ivory.
	Philippines burns 5 tons of illegal ivory.

















2014




	African savanna elephant populations decline by 30% in seven years, equal to a loss of 144,000 elephants since 2007.
	Hong Kong vows to destroy 26 tons of confiscated ivory by the end of 2016 and begins with crushing 1 ton.
	France becomes first European country to destroy ivory stockpile as 3 tons is publicly crushed.
	The US Government reinstates a US ban on commercial African elephant ivory imports.
	New Jersey and New York make history as the first US states to pass ivory trade restrictions.



















2015




	China imposes a one-year ban on ivory carving imports.
	USA States of California, Vermont, Illinois, Massachusetts, Hawaii, Florida, Oklahoma, Virginia, Maryland, Washington State, Iowa, and Connecticut introduce proposals to ban the sale of ivory and rhino horn.
	 Singapore seizes biggest ivory shipment in a decade of 3.7 tons bound for Vietnam.

















2016




	Kenyan officials burn 105 tons of ivory in Nairobi National Park in the world’s largest ivory stockpile destruction.
	Singapore destroys 8 tons of ivory confiscated over just two years. Over 2,700 tusks were destroyed, representing 5,400 elephants slaughtered for the illegal ivory trade.
	A record number of global ivory seizures are reported throughout the year, with almost 40 tons of illegal ivory seized, nearly three times greater than the amount seized in 2007.
	China pledges to close all ivory markets by end of 2017, though Hong Kong indicates it will take until 2021 to phase out its own ivory trade.
	An estimated 415,000 elephants remain across Africa (Great Elephant Census).

















2017




	CITES reports that elephant poaching in Africa has declined for the 5th year in a row, but global illegal ivory trade transactions remain as high as in the previous six years.
	2 tons of confiscated ivory is publicly crushed in New York’s Central Park.
	Named as the biggest legal exporter of ivory in the world, the UK holds a public consultation on a proposed ivory ban and receives more than 70,000 responses, with 88% of respondents in favour of ending UK ivory trade.

















2018




	China’s ban on ivory trade comes into effect Australia holds its first ivory crush in Melbourne, with ivory donated by citizens to be publicly destroyed.
	Authorities in Singapore seize 3.5 tons of raw ivory bound for Vietnam.
	UK Government confirms plans to introduce a comprehensive ban on domestic ivory trade in 2019, through implementation of the Ivory Act (December 2018).
	Taiwan pledges to revise its laws to bring in a ban making it illegal to sell or purchase ivory within its borders by 2021.



















Take Action








1.

Learn about elephants and the threats facing them



Learn






2.

Support conservation projects that are making a real difference to elephants



Donate






3.

Join organisations like the SWT helping elephants orphaned by human activities



Adopt



















 

 

 












Celebrity Quotes


















“"We have a responsibility to look after them because, unfortunately, some of our same race, the human race, have decided to try to take something from them, so we have a job to do and that’s to try and make that wrong right. I just hope that it stops and I hope that people realise that it is cruel and that it is not fashionable to buy ivory."”

Joss Stone
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“"Poaching is devastating the species who have human-like emotions, they’re warm and playful and they are in desperate need for our help. Please take action and sign the iworry petition today."”

Maria Menunos
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“"Many of the elephants at the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust's Nursery in Nairobi have been orphaned by poachers having witnessed the killing of their mother for her ivory. Thanks to the Nursery they have a second chance. They are a living reminder of the terrible toll poaching is taking on elephants, with an elephant killed every 15 minutes for its ivory. We have a responsibility to protect these magnificent creatures and must stand together to fight for their survival."”

Yao Ming
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“"Our hearts bleed in the knowledge that if we continue living as we are, elephants will no longer exist in the wild ten short years from today. These magnificent creatures experience the same emotional complexity as humans and their young suffer overwhelming and prolonged grief after witnessing a parent killed for ivory. The IS Foundation stands alongside the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in support of their iworry campaign to stop the senseless killing of these majestic animals."”

Ian Somerhalder
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“"Every time I hear of an elephant being slaughtered for their tusks, I think of my son. And how it would feel for him if I was brutally and sadistically murdered in front of him. And how would I feel knowing my last breaths were taken watching fear and despair on his face? Would I yell at him to run? I would fight, plead, beg, run, protect my son…and I would hope against hope that someone somewhere out there was fighting to make sure this didn’t happen to others like me. ”

Alisen Down
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“"Elephants are facing the very real threat of extinction in the wild to feed an obsession with ivory. If we want our children to live in a world where elephants still roam free then we have to act now. Elephants deserve a place in Africa's future and it is everyone’s responsibility to ensure their survival is supported."”

Levison Wood
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“"Support this campaign and you save the elephant from cruel acts of humanity and consequently, early extinction. What more is there to think about?"”

Katy Ashworth
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“"We can either become known as the generation who allowed the majestic elephants to vanish from our midst, or as the ones who said, "Not on our watch!" And stood up to fight for this intelligent, sensitive and beautiful species whose well-being is synonymous with our own, on so many levels. Without the elephant, the tourist trade would vanish and poverty would reach new lows. Lets stop this vicious cycle by supporting the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, an amazing organization that understands all the complexities of this issue, covers all the bases and does it all with passion and boundless LOVE."”

Christie Brinkley
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“"Stop killing elephants. Save these magnificent creatures now."”

Kathryn Bigelow
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“"To think that elephants may be extinct in the wild due to the illegal ivory trade is beyond heartbreaking. Such a magnificent animal carved up to make trinkets and medicine proven to have no benefits at all is an absolute travesty. We can give elephants a voice by standing together and signing the iworry petition. Say NO to the ivory trade, and help save one of the planets most magnificent species."”

Tina Arena
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“
"Elephants are powerful yet gentle, sophisticated and intelligent, so loved by so many and yet still needlessly destroyed . To imagine a day without these creatures roaming free on earth is to admit defeat in our attempts to preserve our planets beauty. It simply cannot and must not happen . Please join us to ensure theirs and our future."”

Chris Packham

[image: Chris Packham photo]








“"Let's work together to save Africa's elephants."”

First Lady Margaret Kenyatta
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“"Elephants are the most majestic species out there. And I just love seeing them marching carefree through the African savanna. People should feel the responsibility to come together and help these creatures to prosper not suffer. Seeing a 3-month-old baby elephant injured by a snare is simply an embarrassment to the entire human society. I feel extremely grateful to the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust for all the monumental work they do every day to protect Africa’s elephants."”

Veronica Varekova
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“"Elephant poaching is one of the most greedy, barbaric practices I’ve ever seen, and also the most traumatizing for these soulful creatures who mourn the passing of each and every family member they see slaughtered. If we don’t find a resolution to this crisis, within 10 years it will be too late. The time to act is now and we all must band together to create a successful outcome and save these majestic beauties."”

Shannon Elizabeth
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Please donate


Your support can help us protect elephants and campaign for their future




Donate
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Country
Please select...
Australia
Canada
Kenya
United Kingdom
United States of America
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia, Plurinational State of
Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba
Curaçao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Côte d'Ivoire
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Holy See (Vatican City State)
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland, Republic of
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Macedonia, Republic of
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestine, State of
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Réunion
Saint Barthélemy
Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Martin (French part)
Saint Pierre and Miquelon
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten (Dutch part)
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United States Minor Outlying Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of
Vietnam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Åland Islands
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Field Notes and Communications from Angela Sheldrick
Field Notes and Communications from Angela Sheldrick
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